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President leaving University
Little things make
term successful

Memories

of'Uahenity President

r. KlDa Ale:allc:ler

a university's true success in a
national and global community."
"In other words, (the students)
Alexander said he believes Murare as smart and talented as any ray State, as a public university
students in the world. Do not Let that continues to value the foundathis go to waste."
tions of public higher education,
For most of Alexander's term, remains in a minority sector of
be wanted to rid Murray State of higher education.
He wants the new administraits "suitcase campus" stigma. He
wanted students to choose to stay tion to keep those beliefs at the
on campus, so he worked with University's core.
administrators and student organi"My wish is that we stay vigi·
zations to increase weekend activ- lant and committed to the public
good while being very wary and
ities.
This semester, when he drove cautious of the motives that perthrough full residence hall parking meate the privatization of Ameri·
lots on Sunday mornings, which can universities," Alexander said.
he said people outside the Univer- "Those motives cannot only dissity would think trivial, it was a tort the purpose and mission of
Murray State University and other
milestone for Murray State.
"I believe it is very important in great public universities but will
numerous ways," Alexander said. detrimentally impact society in
"This means students enjoy being ways that will be irreversible."
on campus more than they have in
As he prepares himself and his
the past. ... When students stay on family - daughters Savannah,' 9,
campus because they want to, that and Madison, 6 - for the crossis a clear indication that we have country move, Alexander said he
wants the University and Murray
come a long way."
He said it is the little things communities to know he apprecicompounded that have advanced ates their support during his presMurray State in recent years and idency.
hopes the University community
He also hopes they will rememwill remember his administration ber him and his administration's
for its commitment to success.
accomplishments kindly, too.
"Most presidents end up being
"I would like to think that we
remembered for the buildings that are a much stronger regional and
they constructed," Alexander said.. national University," Alexander
"I would like our administration to said. "I would also like to believe
be remembered for our ability to that because our focus has been
help students succeed in life and student success, that we have
to go on and address society's accomplished some wonderful
things that will change many
most critical issues.
"That applies to faculty, staff lives."
and everyone affiliated with the
Alexander's resignation takes
University. This is the measure of effect Dec. 31.

From Pagel

file photo

University President F. King Alexander and his daughter Madison, 6,
enjoy Murray State's Homecoming parade in October.

F. King Alexander's Legacy •••
August 20()5.
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Board of Regents approves firm for presidential search
Jim Burress
Contributing Writer

" Our view is they did a m ediocre job.
The Board of Regents has traditionally taken the position that the University is its private toy for it to play with
as it pleases. "

The hunt for Murray State's next
president officially began after the
Board of Regents voted to hire
Korn/ Fcrry International to execute
the search for candidates.
After going into closed c:ession for
nearly 90 minutes. the board voted 10Winfield Rose
to-1 to hire Kornffcrry, one of six
Faculty
Senate
Finance Chairman and
firms that submitted bids. The firm
Professor of Government, Law
also handled previous presidential
and International Affairs
searches for the University in 1994
when Regents selected Kern Alexander and in 2001 when they hired his
, the senate drafted a resolution outlinson, F. King Alexander.
Although the resolution is nonTerry Strieter, faculty regent to the ing what qualities the Board of binding, faculty members said they
Board of Regents, voiced the lone Regents should look for in the new needed to go on record when it comes
vote against the search firm.
president.
to what kind of person they want to
"I'm just retlecting the opinion of
Strieter read a preliminary draft at be the next president.
the faculty," Stricter said after the the board meeting and asked the
The ll-member Board of Regents
meeting.
regents to consider someone who has also decided to serve as the search
Winfield Rose, professor of govern- a strong academic background, leads committee for the new president.
ment, law and international affairs through consensus and is generally Chairman Don Sparks said if the
and Faculty Senate finance chairman, open to campus concerns.
search committee was too big, it
voiced concerns about choosing the
At its meeting Tuesday, the Faculty would be bard to work effectively.
firm again.
Senate voted to add clauses on diver·
"The main responsibility of the
"Our view is they did a mediocre sity and academic distinction to the Board of Regents is to hire a presi,
job," Rose said of Korn/ Ferry. "The resolution.
dent," Sparks said. "It determines
Board of Regents has traditionally
''Those qualities are going to be everything about the future of the
taken thl' position that the University essential," Board of Regents member University."
is its private toy for it to play with as Vickie Travis said. "I want the faculty
Student Government Association
to know their voice will be heard, and President and Student Regent Scott
it pleases."
To represent the faculty's concerns, it is imponant."
Ellison also serves on the Board of

Regents. He is the student's lone vote.
Ellison, senior from St. Charles,
Mo., said the board will actively seek
student input throughout the selection process.
"Being elected by the students, fm
going to take this very seriously," Ellison said.
Korn/Ferry now will start contacting potential candidates and refer
them to the board and with much of
the search being kept confidential.
The board will announce only the
names of the top candidates.
"Our goal is to have candidates on
campus before school is out this
year," Sparks said.
To do the search, Korn/Ferry
charges the equivalent of one-third of
King Alexander's current annual
salary plus incidental expenses, total·
ing just more than $80,000. Alexander's current salary is $232,100. The
University will pay the majority of
the cost while the state picks up about
one-third.
For that amount, Korn/Ferry will
tap into hundreds of candidates,
assessing their qualifications and
backgrounds and report their findings
to the Board. From there, it is up to
the Regents to choose from the top
options.
A vote for president requires the
approval of a simple majority of the

Board of Regents members.
Recently, Southern Illinois Univer·
sity at Carbondale went through a
similar presidential search process.
Its search committee consisted of 22
people throughout the SIU-C campus
system, four of whom were students.
More than 400 names surfaced for
the job, but former U.S. Congr~sman
and SIU-C alumnus Glenn Poshard
received the position. At the time,
Poshard was the head of the SIU-C
Board of Trustees.
Harold Bardo, associate professor
of medical education at SIU-C,
chaired the search committee. He said
Murray State's Board of Regents
members are in for a long haul.
"They should be prepared to spend
a great deal of time reviewing credentials, making reference checks and
trying to determine where they want
the university to go and who will be
best to lead them there:• Bardo said.
F. King Alexander's resignation
takes effect Dec. 31, but he plans to be
in his office until Jan. 3, when he will
leave for California State University
at Long Beach. His annual salary will
be $280,008.
Alexander's father and former University President Kern Alexander will
serve as interim president until the
Board of Regents selects n replacement.
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OPINION

OpinJon Editor: Rockdle Gray
Phone: 762-4468

Web site should top campus 'to-do' list

How long did it take
you to register on
Racer Touch?

CAN'T WE
JUST DO IT

\ \ \l
''\'"'\
j

ONLINE?

"5 minutes."

[HIS.
0

~-------4

Eric King
sophomore, Calhoun

"20 minutes."
Patrice Bn dley
sophomore,
East Pra~rle. Mo

"15 minutes."
Alexander Roberts
sophomore, Owensboro
I

I

''25 minutes."
Ann Youngpatana
senior, Owensboro

Erin Cummins/7he News

2609 University Station
Murray State University
Murray, Kentucky 42071-3301
E-mail: thenews@ murraystate.edu
Fax: 762-3175
www.thenews.org

Melissa Kilcoyne
Editor In Chief • 762-6877

Vanessa Childers
Managing Editor • 762-4468

Stephanie Zeller
News Editor • 762-4468

Rockelle Gray
Opinion Editor · 762-4468

Janet Robb
Lifestyles Editor · 762·4468

Nathan Clinkenbeard
Sports Editor • 762-4481

Andrea Chapman
Online I Photo Editor • 762-4480

Stephanie Buford
Advertising Manager • 762-4478

Joe Hedges
Adviser • 762-2998
The Murray State News strives to be the Uni·
versity community's source for informatton.
Our goal Is to present that information In a
fair and unbiased manner and also provide a
free and open forum for express•on and
debate.
The Murray State News is a designated
public forum. Student editors have authority to
make all content decisions without censorship
or advance approval. The paper offers a
hands-on learning environment for students
interested in journalism. The campus press
should be free from censorship and advance
approval of copy; and, its editors should develop their editorial and news policies.
The Murray State News is prepared and
edited by students. The first copy of The Murray State News Is free. Additional copies are
available for 25 cents at 111 Wilson Hall.

...

The staff editorial is the
majority opinion of the editorial board of The Murray
State News. The editorial
board is composed of all section editors.
Updates seem to be the
main objective for the University
this
semester.
Updates to residential colleges, buildings and closed
kitchens have kept the University
from
spending
money on other improvements around the campus.
However,
it seems like other universities have been able to
accomplish renovations and
modernizations in half rhe
time it takes Murray State,
' phrticularly in terms of
computer technology.
Racer Touch needs a
modern system, and the PIN
system needs continual
updates. Online registration
is now the standard way to
register for classes at other
universities, and most stu-

dents at other colleges can
pay tuition online. But at
Murray State, students must
call Racer Touch to register
and pay.
Online services provide a
security that telephones do
not. For instance, people arc
buying holiday gifts online,
not calling them into the
company. The University
should provide online services to provide students
from unwanted miscommunicated between the operator and the student.
According to the Registrar's Top Computer Priorities Web sites. web-based
registration and online grading are on the computer
technology agenda. But how
long have other universities
had these capabilities?
Upon first glance web
sites such as the University
of Kentucky, University of
Louisville and Western Kentucky University, it would
appear Murray State is

Interim appointment
worries MSU alumnus
I am deeply concerned about the
recent decision by the Murray State
Board of Regents to rehire Kern
Alexander as interim president following King AJexanders' decision to
leave Murray State.
Numerous Murray State alumni
have e-mailed or called me over the
last few weeks with similar concerns.
The Board of Regents should recognize that all their decisions, especially those widely publicized, reflect
on students, faculty, staff and yes,
alumni.
No one wants to diminish the
many contributions to Murray State
made by both King and Kern. On the
contrary, we should celebrate their
many successes. However, it is time
to turn the page in the history of
Murray State.
With the decision to rehire Kern
and begin a search for a new Murray
State president, the Board of Regents
signaled to a large and rich candidate
pool that it is more important to have
connections with sitting presidents
than to have the appropriate qualities
and credentials to lead the University.
Consequently, the greatest challenge the Board of Regents faces in
the impending presidential search is
to establish a search process characterized by fairness, openness and
integrity. Their decision to temporarily rehire Kern Alexander has
potentially tarnished the search
before it has even begun.
The Board of Regents should see
this search for a new president as the
beginning of new opportunities and a
new era. A new era requires the
capability to see the challenges with
a new point of view; a view totally
unencumbered by previous administrations. It is time to turn the page.
Lynn Richard
Alumnus
Evansville, Ind.

Professor•s arguments
misinterpret evidence
Assistant professor of philosophy
Edward Cox implied in his recent letter to the editor that Mike Riddle,
representing "Answers in Genesis,"
intentionally misrepresented scien·

keeping up with those universities.
Despite the different
names given computer
access at other campuses,
Western has a Blackboard
system and the University
of Kentucky has a PIN system.
However, the administration has proclaimed this
University as a "public ivy
university," and now students . expect ivy league
quality. Computer technology is included in this equation.
Is thi:; University ever
going to join contemporary
technology and provide
online re~istration? Donna
Harris said in a previous
interview that Murray State
should get web based registration by the 2006-07
school year. Why has the
University put online registration on the back burner?
Even though 'students still
have to wait on a time table

tific evidence in his presentation.
Science textbooks have repeatedly
shown such "scientific evidences" as
embryonic recapitulation as proof
for evolution. This has been proven
false and is just one of many misrepresentations of evidence that evolutionists try to use to "prove" evolution.
1 listened to a couple of Riddle's
sessions, and he was very emphatic
that many of the things he was talking about couldn't be proven. In fact,
he emphasized there is more than
one theory about many of the subjects he addressed. I strongly disagree with Cox's insinuation that he
misrepresented anything.
Since I graduated from Murray
State and have three sons who are
also alumni (one who was active in
Christ Ambassadors), 1 am grateful
for their willingness to sponsor
speakers who present a different
vie\\tlOint than the one most students hear repeated at Murray State.
It's grand that we live irt a country
where we have the freedom to disagree, but grander that Christ
Ambassadors will speak out while
others remain silent about creation
and evolution issues.
Thank you, Christ Ambassadors,
for holding Christian concerts on
campus, one of which recently drew
more than 1,000 people to Lovett
Auditorium.
Thank you for being one of the
largest organizations on campus and
for your active Christian influences.
Thank you especially for your daily
prayers for my younger son who is
serving our country in Iraq.
Gary Taylor
Alumnus
Murray

Presentation describes
creation data correctly
On Nov. 9, Christ Ambassadors
sponsored a scientific presentation
by Mike Riddle titled "Answers in
Genesis."
He made many compelling and
convincing arguments that scientific
findings by astronomers are compatible with the Biblical account of creation.
It should be pointed out that Riddle quoted from publications in the
"Astrophysical Journal" and the

based on their classification
and alphabetical order, students from other universities were allowed to sec
their vir tual schedules
online wh ile registering.
There are some things the
University could update
immediately to make registrat ion and virtual class
work easier. Students can
understand the need to
upload daily activity, but
why at the critical hours
from 5-ll p.m.?
Webmail is cpnstantly
inaccessible, and Blackboard often proves unreliable when taking a quiz.
If students expect to get
their grades on the day the
University assigns at the
scheduled time they are
accessible, best of luck.
The Murray State Web
site definitely requires
patience.
Many freshmen and transfer
students
probably
thought if they got up to

"Journal of Physics and Astronomy."
It was these articles.. written by scientists with doctorates in Physics,
published in those journals and others that concluded a growing body of
scientific evidence now contradicts
the "Rig Bang Theory."
Time and again, Riddle quoted the
scientific data in these publications
and shared how these scientific findings were compatible with the Biblical account of creation.
A few of Riddle's critics have sent
letters to the Murray State News trying to discredit his conclusions and
one even suggested that he had many
"misrepresentations of evidence"
and "out-of·contcxt quotations."
This critic listed no scientific qualifications for critiquing Riddle's conclusions. Fact: Riddle presented the
evidence and offt~red very credible
conclusions.
It is obvious from the dialogue in
this paper that some in the audience
have drawn different conclusions
from the evidence presented.
There are many times in the scientific field that two credible scientists
can draw different conclusions from
the same data. It is obvious that has
occurred in this instance.
I have reviewed all the material
Riddle presented. I attended the lecture and also have a copy of the
entire presentation.
In my opinion, Riddle presented
the .s cientific data fairly and accurately.
Those who are critical of Riddle's
conclusions most likely have a different world view than he does.
For example, Riddle's conclusions
might be very threatening to a secular humanist or atheist. That is a poor
excuse for trying to discredit Riddle's conclusions by suggesting that
there was a "misrepresentation of
evidence" when that was not the
case.
A liberal arts university like Murray State University should be openminded enough to desire (even welcome) diversity of opinion in these
areas.
According to the scientific model
used in all of science, evolution is
only a hypothesis and at best a theory. rt certainly has never been proven
as the way life originated. It is a faithbased belief as is the Biblical account
of creation.
Mark Randall and Christ Ambas·

schedule at 5 a.m., they
would get the classes they
wanted.
Don't worry, everyone did
it. "This is Racer Touch .
Please hold for the next
available linen is permanently etched into every Murray
State student's mind.
On the other hand, the
need for additional funds is
understandable. All the renovations, such as the many
libraries and lobbies that arc
in desperate need of renovations, ha,·e squeezed tht•
budget dry.
However, University officials need to realize the University's online services arc
the first thing alumni and
perspective students see.
If University officials
want students to pay more
than $2.000 a senwstcr, give
something in return. Murray State students deserve
to have the best. since they
attend one of "America's
Best Colleges."

sadors are to be commended for
bringing in a factual scientific presentation that encourages dialogue in
this area.
Thomas Green
Alumnus
Murray

Copy Express creates
revelation for student
This week, I visited Copy Express
for the tirst time. I ncedt.•d to fax
something off for a dispute with m}'
laptop's manufacturer, and being a
lonely, carless student, I Wt'nt to the
closest place that I could find.
The staff was excellent and the
service exquisite. While I sat there
waiting for the return of my papers, I
started to glance about the room.
"Sign in before getting on compul·
ers" hung h}' a bank of machines, and
a sign for pen sales sat in another
spot. One, however, caught my eye.
The sign read, "We accept Jeclining
balance."
My first response was "Hmph.
They don't take meal plans. eh?"
When it struck mt', 1 chuckled a bit at
my response to that: "Pens might
taste good...." And so on.
Gastronomical cognition. Be\vare
of its effects!
Steven Taylor
Sophomore
Parkers Lake

Write to us
The Murray Statct News welcomes (:Ommentaries and letters to
rhe editor. Letters should be 300
word$ or less and must be signed.
Contributor~

should

include

addresses and phone numbers for
~lication Please include home-

town.

cl~sification, title or rel~

bOOShip to the University.
Commentaries should be limited
ro 6(1() words. The Murray State

News reserves the right to edit for
style, length and content.
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Conservative idea Christians believe in biblical Christmas tale
similar to religion
In My
Opinion

Islam is the only religion to patience during the torture
express love to Jesus besides they had endured from nonbeChristianity. It is an obligation lievers.
Muslims hold their claims
to Muslims to love Jesus. No
one who is disrespectful of by many evidences from both
him will ever go to heaven.
the Quran and the Bible.
::.-,
Debates among the followAs a matter of fact, ers of the three "Abrahamic
'•
'•
Jesus was Religions." that is -Judaism,
'·
expressly Christianity and .Islam- are
mentioned endlesf!. when it comes to dif28 times in ferences in faith. Faith mostly
the Quran, comes from the heart, not
,•.
but Muham- from the mind.
·=••
People say they seek the
mad
was
only men- truth, but most of them argue
tioned four for the sake of their beliefs.
times. Mus- Would Jesus love to see us
lims identi- fight each other? Why do we
fy Jesus as not look for similarities
the
"The among us, instead of differSpirit
of ences?
A conservative Christian in
God" and
consider the southern part of the UnitMohamed him one of ed States told me once that I
the great- would surely go to hell. She
Ebrahim
est figures assured me that she is going to
in history.
heaven. Why? Because she
Jesus is believed to have does believe that Jesus is God
perpetrated many miracles. and I do not. If that is true,
He healed those born blind then billions of people living
and leper. He brought forth now on the face of the earth
the dead. However, all of would go to hell because they
those miracles were not possi- are not Christians. Is that the
ble without God's will and his loving God she believes in?
At the same time, other milleave. God gave him this abiliitant Muslims and Jews claim
ty and power.
One of the main doctrines of heaven was created for them.
Christianity is the belief in the They talk as if God gave them
crucifixion of Jesus, whereas the keys for paradise and hell.
If we look deeply into our
Muslims look at it differently.
The Quran mentions clearly religious codes, we would disthat Jesus himself was not cru- cover a great amount of simicified.
larity. Muslims believe Jesus.
It is reasoned that God did not Muhammad, is coming at
not want to have Jesus tor- the end of the world and
tured and replaced him with bringing justice with him. The
someone who physically globe would unite for the first
looked like him, but Christians time and would get rid of evil.
Despite the differences
think Jesus was the one on the
cross. Muslims believe that between Muslims and ChrisJesus is still alive and is living tians, both consider Jesus one
of the greatest figures in histoin heaven,
As for Jesus' birth, life and ry. His wisdom. knowledge.
miracles, Muslims' beliefs are compassion and sacrifices can
almost similar to that of Chris- never be found in others.
Jesus is a legacy that
tians. Nonetheless, when it
comes to his divinity, Islamic remains in the hearts and
accounts point the main dif- souls of those who love him.
ference.
His remembrance should
Muslims reject the divinity unite us all rather than sepapart of the Christian's creed rate us into squabbling facand consider Jesus as one of tions.
God's prophets. Islam steps in
the middle of Christianity and
Judaism when it comes to
Jesus. Islam neither makes
Jesus a worshiped figure, nor a
rejected one. He is one of the
five prophets the Quran called
"apostles of inflexible pur- Mohamed Ebrahim is a senior
pose." They are called this computer information systems
term for their extreme major from Bahrain.

..:=·
I

In My
Opinion
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In My
Opinion

Randall
"THERE IS NO
BETTER TIME TO
ACCEPT THIS
GIFT OF LOVE;
COMMIT TO
LOVE; COMMIT
YOUR LIFE TO

HIM TODAY AND
HAVE A FANTAS·

TIC LIFE AND
AFTERLIFE."

I love Christmas time.
I realize, however, that it
can be a very stressful
time of year. In fact,
British
psychologist
David lewis reported
that shopping is hazardous to men's health.
He tested volunteers by
sending them Christmas
shopping. He recorded
blood pressure rates in
men that, he said, "you'd
expect to sec in a pilot
going into combat.''
Still, I love Christmas
time. I love the lights,
decorations, trees and
carols. People are very
generous during this season.
I am so excited that
the biggest holiday of the
year is celebrating the
birth of Jesus Christ, the
son of Goci It is awe~
some that the creator of
the universe (no primordial soup here) came to
earth and was born in a
manger.
Hundreds of years
before Jesus was born,
these words were written: "For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given
and the government will
be on his shoulders.

),ftNALS

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his
government and peace
there will be no end. He
will reign on David's
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice
and righteousness from
that time on and forever.
The zeal of the Lord
Almighty will accomplish this." (Isaiah 9:6-7)
The statement that is
translated into more languages and quoted more
than any other statement
ever written is John 3:16:
"For God so loved the
world that he gave his
only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in
him shall not perish but
have everlasting life."
During the Christmas
season, the perfect gift
always seems elusive. It
always will be because
the perfect gift has
already been given: Jesus
Christ. We can have a
relationship
personal
with him and have eternal life.
It is not a gift of com-

Lisle

so raising the mind of
man toward the unseen,
that it becomes insensible to the barriers of
time and space.
Across a chasm of
eighteen hundred years,
Jesus Christ makes a
demand which is beyond
all others to satisfy; He
asks for that which a
philosopher may seek in
vain at the hands of his
friends, or a father of his
children, or a bride of
her spouse or a man of
his brother. He asks for
the human heart; He will
have it entirely to himself. He demands it
and
unconditionally;
forthwith his demand is
granted.... This is which
proves to me quite convincingly the Divinity of
Jesus Christ."
My prayer is that
every one has a very
merry Christmas and a
blessed new year.

Mark Randall is the campus pastor for the Christ
Ambassadors.

]

Controversy sparks expert opinion on 'Genesis' speech
"In fact, (he) was filling in for me on

Jason

pulsion but rather a gift
of love.
There is no better time
to accept this gift of love;
commit your life to him
today and have a fantastic life and afterlife. He
is your creator and will
help you accomplish the
great plans he created
for you. God loves you
and wants a personal
relationship with you.
Napoleon Bonaparte,
the conqueror of civilized Europe, expressed
these thoughts while
exiled: "Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I
myself have founded
great empires, but upon
what did these creations
of our genius depend?"
Upon force, Jesus
his
alone
founded
empire upon love, and to
this very day millions
will die for him... I tell
you, all these were men,
and I am a man; none
else is like bim; Jesus
Christ was more than
man... I have inspired
multitudes vo;ith such an
enthusiastic devotion
that they would have
died for me... Christ
alone has succeeded in

1 wanted to respond to Edward Cox's
assertions about my colleague Mike Riddle who presented "Answers in Genesis"
Nov. 9. Mike does a number of different
presentations that show how scientific
evidence confirms the Genesis account of
creation (and in fact was filling in for me
on the presentation in question).
Since I am an astrophysicist, and since I
have seen Mike teach on astronomy, I
know him to be accurate and honest in his
presentations. I was disappointed to read
Cox's claim to the contrary.
ln particular, Cox suggests that Mike is

inaccurate in reporting on quantized redshifts observed in galaxies. However,
quantized redshifts have indeed been
reported in the secular literature. Mike
was therefore entirely correct to report
and show how it challenges the big bang.
Tt is not surprising that many secular
astronomers are resistant to this notion,
since it is inconsistent with the big bang the paradigm of choice for most
astronomers.
The reason that quantized redshifts are
inconsistent with the big bang is that they
imply that the position of our solar system

t~e presentation

is "special."
Quantized redshifts indicate that galaxies come in "preferred" distances from
our local solar neighborhood like concentric spheres with fewer galaxies in
between. The effect would not be visible
unless we were very near the center of
these spheres indicating that our location
is somewhat unique.
However, The Big Bang theory
assumes the reverse. That is, the big
bang (blindly) assumes that our location
in space is not special, an assumption that
is often called the "Copernican Principle."

in question."

In fact, the entire General Relativistic
metric on which the big bang is based
relies on this assumption.
Quantized redshifts challenge the validity of one of the fundamental assumptions
of the big bang - and may suggest an alternative metric, such as the one that Russ
Humphreys has proposed.

Jason Lisle is the astrophysicist originally
scheduled to present "Answers in Genesis."
He was replaced by Mike Riddle.

· Undergraduate research helpful for students' continued education, jobs
In My
Opinion

Mitchum
Owen

..

''UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

CAN BE VERY

REWARDING."

•

As I fmalize my applications to
graduate schools throughout the
United States, I am starting to
realize just how lucky I have
been to participate in undergraduate research. These projects
have provided valuable experience, broadened my knowledge
of my major and allowed me to
work closely with faculty.
Having research experience on
my resume is a great way to
demonstrate to admissions committees, not only that I am very
interested in an area of study, but
also capable of completing a successful project over an extended
period of time.
Research allows students to
delve into the theories and techniques of their major. You can
learn through experience how
these aspects function and interact with different students. Once
again, this gives you an advantage over other applicants who
have not done research.
Students work closely with a

faculty mentor who either guides
or assists them with the research.
Throughout the project, this
mentor teaches information not
covered in a normal coursework
and corrects inaccurate assumptions. Because students work
closely with advisors for several
months. he or she also gets to
know each person personally and
can write those all important letters of recommendation.
Undergraduate research can
be very rewarding. Luckily, Murray State students have several
services available to help make
undergraduate research more
attainable.
The Undergraduate Research
and Scholarly Activity office is
located in Wells Hall. John Mateja directs the URSA. This office
oversees several programs
including URSA Grants, Scholars
Week, Posters-at-the-Capitol.
Chrysalis, the McNair Program
and others. Each of these programs makes research projects

easier to conduct. present and
publish.
The URSA Office helps students find a project, mentors
progress
and
supports
researchers during the duration
of the project. URSA will actually pay up to $500 for research
supplies, equipment, operating
expenses and research-related
travel. This can be very helpful
when you're on a limited student
budget.
Upon completion of the project, URSA encourages presentations of the project. Every year,
students from various academic
areas present posters, oral presentations. performances and
exhibits during Scholars Week.
Through this week's various
events. students get the opportl,lnity to discuss their findings with
others and solidify their flnal
interpretations of the research.
Students can also present at
Posters-at-the-Capitol. Through
this program, students from Mur-

ray State and seven other Kentucky public universities have
the opportunity to present their
research in a conference setting.
Students, faculty, members of
Kentucky's legislature and the
governor participate.
AJter presenting research to
others, URSA encourages publication of work in the Chrysalis.
This journal highlights facultyundergraduate
mentored
research at Murray State and is
sent to administrators in each of
Kentucky's public universities
and selected others.
The McNair Program provides
a fellowship-style research position to prepare students for doctorate study. McNair Scholars
work closely with a faculty mentor on an extended research project. Students can attend conferences, have free training and arc
reimbursed for visits to graduate
programs and other academic
expenses. Scholars even receive
a $2,600 stipend for completing

their research. Eligible students
must demonstrate financial need
or combine with a group that is
historically under represented in
doctorate studies.
Undergraduate research can
contribute greatly to students'
educational and professional
goals. Thanks to the URSA
Office, undergraduate research is
now available for Murray State
students of all fmancial and academic backgrounds.
I have been lucky to learn of
these opportunities, but I wish I
bad found out about them earlier.
It is my hope that some underclassman will read this article
and take the initiative to seek out
these research programs and
realize just how much Murray
State has to offer.

Mitchum Owen is a senior electronic media major from
Buchanan, Tenn.
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Director reluctantly
leaves cherished job
Emily Wuchner
Staff Writer
ewuc:hner@thenews.org

After more than 17 years of loyalty
to Murray State. Bill Benritcr, director
of Food Scrvkcs, plans to retire nt the
end of the semester.
Bcnritcr began to think about
retirement in lkcembcr .2004 but did
not nnnounce his intentions until
April.
"Il's time to leave.'' Benritcr said.
"It's time to try something else, but at
the same time, it will be a situation
that n lot of the job I will miss."
One of his fondest memories as
director was watching the Winslow
Dining Hall remodel and the work put
into remaking the facility.
"Knowing that Winslow was going
to be remodeled and then seeing it
happen during the summer of 2003
was really special because so many
people worked really hard to make
that happen," Bcnrjcer said.
Though
many
unforgettable
moments highlight Benriter's tenure,
some stand out as humorous.
Onl' moment he remembers is
when the University sent out parent
cards including a photo of the student
as well as campus phone numbers.
The c~rd in<.'luded the phone number
for the bookstore and offered a 10 percent discount lln merchandise.
"The numher on thr first set of
cards that Wl're issued a couple of
years ;1go was wrong and it wasn't for
the bookstore,'' Benriter said. "It was

''It's time to leave. It's
time to try something
else, but at the same time,
it will be a situation that a
lot of the job I will miss."
BillBenriter
Director of Food
Services
for some CD operation down in
Arkansas."
Another memorable time he recalls
is when Murray State decided to
switch from using a paper meal card
to a Racercard. Benriter said the
microchips in the cards fell out, and if
students kept their cards in eel skin
purses or wallets. they did not work.
The entire system was unpredictable.
It took a year to try to get the system working. and the University
eventually· switched to a different
cotppany.
Benriter will miss working with the
student leaders. He said being
involved in student meetings gave
him a chance to work with students
and get to know them.
··what worked best for me was to
attend student leadership meetings,"
Benriter said. "When students got to
trust me and knew that I was going to
be there unless I was sick or another
situation came up, and built upon that
trust and relationship ... They put me
on the agenda of the meetings.''

Andrea

Chapmanfrhe News

Bill Benrlter, director of Food Services, talks with Scott Ellison, Student Government Association
president, about his turkey lunch. Benriter will return next semester to teach introductory food
courses, which will prepare students for professions as dietitians and food service managers.
This opportUnity gave students a
chance to ask questions and voice
their opinions to improve Food Services at Murray State.
Scott Ellison. Student Government
Association president, s;,tid students
requested a toaster for the Thoroughbred Room. Within days, students had
their toaster.
"Whenever we had a suggestion for
Food Services, be would take it into
consideration and get things d.one
right away," Ellison said.

Bcnriter also said he will miss the
friendships he developed with coworkers.
"It's something that becomt•s more
than a job," he said. "It becomes a part
of you. You see people grow and better themselves."
Don Rohcrtson, vice president of
Student Affairs, said it will be difficult
to replace Benriter.
"Without a doubt, he is the best in
tht: business." Robertson said. "Our
food service is what it is bccnuse of

his leadership and his personality. He
sets the tone, and he has just been
outstanding."
Next semester, Benriter plans to
teach introductory food courses at
Murray State. He said these classes
prepare students for professions as
dictit laos and food service managers.
Benritcr spent 35 years in the food
service industry working at universities in Wyoming, lowa, Oregon,
Michigan and also worked at a ski and
a summer resort.

TV show inspires University to create forensic science program .
JacqueUne Jordan
Assist:~nt

News Editor

jjordan@thenei\'S.org

Students who are fans of the 'I'V
show .. CSI: Crime Scene Investigation" have the chance to turn their
fascinntion with forensic science into
a career, with a new program offered
at Murray State.
According to a pn.•ss release the
College of Sci,•nce. Engineering and
TechDlllOJW issued, forensic science
is hccoming an increasingly popular
field of study for students interested
in science and law enforcement.
Judy Ratliff, chemistry department

chairwoman, said students who
desire to be forensic scientists need
to have a bachelor's degree in chemistry, physics or biology and at least a
minor in criminal justice.
She said students choosing to
major in physics or biology need to
have ;1 chemistry background.
She said most department graduates find jobs prior to graduation or
go to graduate school for further
training because the program is very
demanding and pushes students to
learn.
"Wt• are a pretty tough (department), and you have to spend a
tremendous amount of time stud ring

to do well," Ratliff said. "That hinders hopes of a social life for students
who don't want to give that up to succeed."
She said students can succeed if
they arc willing to put in the hard
work needed and spend the time
required to study.
For students who think they may
be interested in the program but still
are not sure, the Forensic Science
Student Association may provide the
insight needed to make the decision.
The association extends an open
membership to students who arc not
science majors.
"We have had three meetings so

far, one an organizational meeting to
elect officers. a second one on finger·
prints. and a third one for which we
had scheduled an outside speaker,"
Ratliff said.
The association's next meeting will
be in January or February and will
feature a contest with a facial reconstruction program.
The club also will invite an alumnus back to talk about working in the
Mf)disonvillc crime lab next semester.
Ratliff said while she believes CSI
has sparked interest in the science,
the real drama of being a criml' scene
investigator can be much different.

"The real life investigations ,are
much slower than they seem on the
show and you can't always find out
who did it," Ratliff said. "We also
haw graduates who complain that all
they do is analyze marijuana, all day
every day, to prove it is the real stuff.
It can be very tedious and not at all
exciting."
She also said the educational
requirements are not all that is neededJo be forensic scientist.
Said Ratliff: "The smells arc also
hard for many to deal with. anyone
with a weak stomach or delicate
senses would not do well in the labs
or field."

Book Buy Back
Fri., Dec. 8 • 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Mon. - Thurs., Dec. 12 - 15 • 8 a.m. - 7:80 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 10 • 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Fri., Dec. 18 • 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 11 • 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

lat., Dec. 17 • 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Bring them Back!
Whether used on this campus or not.
We buy all titles having resale market value.
University Bookstore • 2nd Floor • Curris Center
762-4388 or 1-800-749-8580

Spring 2006 Pre-Packaged Textbook Service
All we need is your prepackage textbook order form and your
books can be pre-packaged and ready for pickup on Jan. 13!
<www.murraystate.edu> then simply click on "Bookstore"
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New attorney
to prosecute
MSU student
Staff Report
McCracken Commonwealth
Attorney Tim Kaltenbach will
prosecute Burgess Harrision
Yonts, 20, sophomore from
Greenville, if a grand jury
indicts him on charges of second degree manslaughter.
The attorney general's
office appointed him as special
prosecutor because Calloway's Gale Cook knew
Yonts' father and considered
him a friend.
Yonts, sophomore from
Greenville, will have his preliminary hearing at 10 a.m.
Dec. 13 in Calloway District
Court.
Visit thenews.org Wednes-

day for more infonnation.

Murray State
sets record
enrollment
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President Bush 'declares Kentucky disaster area
Emily Wuchner
Staff Writer
ewuchnei@thenews.org
Almost a month after storms tore
through Marshall and Hopkins counties,
clean-up and relief efforts arc still under·
way.
Andrea T ubbs, junior from Renton,
said some of her friends just rented a
home after losing theirs in the tornado.
Other people she knows lost their homes,
cars and businesses.
"T he city has been wonderful,'' Tubbs
said. "They had roads cleared the next
day. It was pretty traumatic, but they had
a plan in place."
According to a press release, President
George vJ. Bush declared Kentucky a disaster area. on Dec. 1.
Duane Hawes, director of Marshall
County's emergency management, said
the local government sent. an emergem:y
request to the governor. The request was
then forwarded to the federal government.
This week, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency arrived to help res·
idents in applying for assistance.
FEMA officials are offering Small Business Administration loans and individu:1l
assistance to uninsured residents.

FEMA-provided as:;istance may be
used for temporary housing, home
repairs, low-cost loans to aid with uninsurl'd propert}' loss and programs to
assist business owners with recovery
after the disaster.
Duane I Iawes said the disaster recovery center will be open as long as needed.
Many community organizations, such
as the Salvation Army, Red Cross and
Need Line, have offered their services.
"All of our local groups that have come
forth at our timt> of need have been wonderful,'' Hawes said.
Lori King. Marshall County public
information officer, said a relief fund for
Marshall County residents has been
established. Donations arc accepted at
the Bank of Benton, First Kentucky Bank
and the US Bank .in Benton.
King ex-pects a long recovery process.
"Volunteers really pulled together to
make sure everyone is safe and we get
everything put together as soon as possi·
blc," King said.
Duane Hawes said it will take months
to clear the trees and debris that still
cover areas.
"We arc doing aiJ we can to assist lhose
who want to clean their property."
Ricky Jones. graduate student from
Benton, said the city is working hard to

til<! photo

At Moors Resort and Marina on Kentucky Lake, a tornado tore
through the area destro ying 114 of the 115 campers.
clean and repair the damaged areas.
whole community has bCl'll chipping in," he said.
Marsh~tll and I Iopkins coumics were
the hardest hit. leaving trees down,
camrers at the M1111rs Resort anJ Marina
"'111C

destroyed as well a~ other damnge.
Assistance is available at the Marshall
County Courthouse on Main Street from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The center will be open
Saturday for those who work during the
week.

Staff Report
Final enroJlment numbers
are in, and the University set a
record this semester.
Murray State is home to
10,274 students.
The University faileU to
reach its 2 percent enrollment
growth goal because of a slight
decrease in part-time graduate
students, said Jim Vaughan,
vice president for Enrollment
Management.
However, he said that number will drop slightly in the
spring.
"The spring semester is
always a little bit lower, and
that's the trend at most universities," Vaughan said.
Last semester, 899 students
did not return for spring cours·
es.
He said the university loses
students becausf' of December
graduation, military deployment or because they choose
not to retum. New applicants
for the spring semester help to
compensate for the loss.

FREE FOODH
FREE MUSICH
GREAT RADIOII
(Okay so maybe we don't have free food, but we've got great music)

The World Cafe, with host David Dye,
serves up an eclectic mix of blues, rock, world,
folk, and alternative country w ith live performances and interviews with celebrated and
emerging artists.

Sounds Acoustic
Sundays at Midnight
MSU's Katie Villanueva &
Murray High's Austin Carter
present a musical collage of
"unplugged l'erformances by
diverse artists including
Ray Charles, John Lennon,
Pfuk Floyd, & Bob Dylan.

The Indie Connection
Sundays at 1 am after
Beyond the Edge
MSU's John Gibson
showcases both bands far
& wide, along with "local
bands" from the Four
Rivers Region.

11

(i'f
Beyond the Edge

\If·~l'Js:

't

~t{

Saturday Nights from 11 pm to 1 am
From Folk and pop to alt-county and indie rock,
BTE covers a full range of the finest alternative
music.

ffi!PIr L,.~ 91.3r..,

P!!t Sitting · I louse Sitting

Eswblhhcd 1985

WE W ILL TEND

1-IO:\ II~ OF TilE SPECIAL BEAN ROLL
UNIQUE MEXICAN Fooo

Fidus, Fdines, Fish,
F!..!athcred Friends,
as wd l as any othel'
furry or non-furry

DELl SANDWICHES • CAJUN SPECIALS

critters in their own
home environment!

SALADS • SouPs • LocAL B ARREQUE

Shawn MaX\\cll 75>6147

11 a.m. • midnight • Open Monday • Saturday
Happy Hour 3 p.m. - 6 p.m. daily
The area's best bands live every Thursday !

Dec. 15 • Hoosier Daddy
Dec. 22 - Clarence Dobbins
Under 21 welcome in dining room except Thursday
9 p.m. - midnight

For January bands, call 759-8866 or
Check us out at
www.murraymenus.,com!BigApplc.html

Comer of 1Oth & Arcadia • 759-8866
Behind Cheri Theatres
•••••••••••••••••• • ••• • •• ••••• • •••••••••••

~«,~ ~«,
~~" ~

,«,~~,.~

December 31
w~

Murr 0 Vegas All stars
•••••••••••••••••••• •• • • • • ••••••••••••••••
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Officials announce senior man, woman at breakfasd
.•

Marianne Stonefield
Staff Writer
rnstonefield@thenews.01"8

When the letters naming Caleb Watters and Brianna Moore as outstanding
senior man and woman hit the hands of
the recipients, the two December graduates were surprised.
Watters, a public relations major
from Fults, Ill., said he was so surprised
he double checked the envelope to
make sure they sent the Jetter to the
correct senior.
Despite his shock, Watters said he
was chosen because of his down-toearth personality and involvement on
campus.
"I think I'm well·rounded," Watters
said. "I've tried to be as involved as
much as my classes allow me to be.''
At Murray State, be was involved
with Sigma Chi fraternity, the Murray
State Shield and the Public Relations
Student Society of America. He also
volunteered for the Murray-Calloway
County Relay for Life campaign.

He said Ann
Landini, associate
professor of journalism and mass
communications,
was influential in
persuading him to
get involved on
campus and in his
fraternity.
"She helped me
along a lot in my
journalism class·
es," Watters said.
Caleb
''She was always
very encouraging."
Watters
After gradua·
Senior Man
tion, he will take a
customer service representative position with Dippin' Dots, Inc. in Madison,
Wis., where he interned this summer.
He looks forward to having his own
living space, making money and meeting new people.
"It's going to be cold, but 1 get to start
a whole new life again," Watters said.
Eventually, he would like to have a

high position in the customer service

While
she
attended
the
national convention for the National Science Teachers Association in
Dallas, she became
enthusiastic about
her career choice.
"It really excited
me for teaching,"
Moore said. "It
really fueled the
fire."
In summer 2004,
Brianna
Moore studied in
Moore
Bregcnz. Austria, a Senior Woman
trip she found valuable to'hcr college experience because
she encountered different cultures.
Moore said three professors influenced her: Kevin Binfield, associate
professor of English and philosophy,
whom she had for humanities; Jacqueline Hansen, assistant professor of early
childhood and elementary education;
and Bonnie Higginson, professor of

field.
"' think I'm destined to do great
things," Watters said.
Brianna Moore, a middle school edu·
cation major with an emphasis in science and social studies from Steeleville,
IlL, did not expect to be named outstanding senior woman.
•
''I just kind of stared at (the letter),"
Moore said. "I was very shocked but
very excited at the same time."
Moore said she also was chosen
because of her involvement on campus
and her grades.
"I like to get into a bunch of different
things," Moore said. "I managed to get
involved in enough things to help me
become more well-rounded.'"
While at Murray State, she partid·
pated in Clark Residential College
Council. the National Science Foundation's Collaborative Research at Undergraduate Institutions, National Science
Teachers Association and Latter Day
Saint Student Association, among other
organizations.

early childhood and elementary educa~
tion.
~
"(Binfield) was the first teacher whp
caused me to step back and think mor~
globally (and) explore my world a littl~
more," Moore said. "(Hansen and mg:.:
ginson) modeled how a teacher should~
be."
:~
After graduation, she hopes to teacli
middle school scil'nce or social studicl
in the Nashville area. In the future, sh~
would like to work in the education:
department at NASA.
::
Watters and Moore both had advice'
to offer to students they arc leaving
behind at Murray State.
"Go to class. follow your syllabus a.n~
have a lot of fun," Watters said.
-:
Moore said students should remem~
ber that while classes are important,
there arc many things to learn durinH
college.
•
Said Moore: "Really take this tin1e
while you're here to really figure out
who you are, the things you enjoy and
what your priorities are. Really open
your eyes to (new) things."

Students
offer advice
for finals
Emily Wuchner
Staff Writer
ewuchner@thenews.org

With
finals
rapidly
approaching, students and
staff have many tips to make
studying for exams easier.
Velvet Wilson, director of
Student Support Services. said
students must know exactly
what is on the test and what
type of exam it is.
"Don't stay up late cram·
ming," Wilson said. "This is a
time when you want to leave
stress. To relieve stress, you
might want to do something in
a productive manner like
· physical activity."
She said when studying for
an essay exam, making an outline of the material on the
exam may help.
''The main thing is on an
objective-type test, you have
to recognize the answer," Wilson said. "On an essay test,
you have to formulate an
analysis."
Barbara Cobb, assistant professor of English and philosophy, said students should start
studying early.
"Study a few hours every
day for every exam or set up a
schedule that will ensure you
cover everything," Cobb said
via e-mail.
Cobb said students should
recopy their notes, make flash
cards. study with a partner or
develop quiz questions to
reinforce the information on
the exam.
Kenny Fister, lecturer in
math and statistics, suggested
students review previous
homework assignments when
studying.
"Go over the old tests that
they've taken because those
are typically the types of questions that will be on the test,"
Fister said.
He also said students should
remember to bring a calculator when taking a math test.
Kate He, assistant professor
of biological science, said she
typically gives multiple choice
tests. She said looking over
lecture notes and study guides
, wiU help students.
"They should not wait until
the last day to study for the
final," He said. "They should
start at least a week before the

fmal"
Meg Selby, senior from Lexington, said although she does
not have to worry about finals,
she does have art critiques for
which to prepare.
"I would just read all of the
notes I took in the class, compare them to the book and talk
to other people in the class,"
Selby said.
Matt Morris. senior from
Beaver Dam, said students
should always eat a healthy
meal before taking exams.
"Get lots of sleep and eat a
good meal," Morris said.
"Going to the midnight breakfast at Winslow is a good
idea."
During the midnight breakfast, faculty members serve
students breakfast at Winslow
beginning at 10 p.m. Sunday.

•Page 7b - Read about the
annual midnight breakfast
and all its features.
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Racers send Colonels packing with split

Senior's big game
helps crush EKU
Nathan CliDkenbearcl
Sports Editor
nclinkenbeard@rhenews.org

Senior forward Issian Red
ding does not like to start, but
Thursday night against Eastern
Kentucky, he made the most
out of his first of the season.
Redding poured in a career
high 25 points, including s ix 3
pointers, as the Racers downed
the Colonels 80 51 in the teams'
Ohio Valley Conference open
er at the Regional Special
Events Center.
The Sandusky, Ohio, native
said he prefers coming off the
bench because of the emotion
al spark he can provide his
team at any moment.
"If we're down, I can go out
there and give the team a lift
and give them energy1" Red
ding said. "That's what I am.
I'm the energy ball on this
team."
In a game in which Murray
State never trailed, Eastern
Kentucky tried to use a press
ing zone defense to force the
Racers into turnovers. Head
Coach Mick Cronin started
four interior players and held
out junior guard Trey Pearson,
but the Racers beat the zone
and shot 57 percent in the first
half.
Cronin said the idea to start
a bigger lineup was more to
disrupt the Colonels' outside
spooting attack led by All·OVC
selection Matt Witt. The senior
guard only managed nine
points against a stingy Racer
defense.
"I was extremely happy with
our defense on the three-point
line," Cronin said. "We took
away the backdoor, and I start
ed the big lineup to take away
the 3-pointer. We also finally
combined defensive rebound·
ing with great defense."
Lack of rebounding has been
a pet peeve, especially in the
4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4
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Senior guard Darnell Hopkins drives into the lane against Eastem Kentucky forward Darnell Dialls. Hopkins scored eight in the ll.acen' 86-Sl win Thursday night.

Senior forward lssian Redding talks to Head Coach
Mlck Cronin. Redding scored a career-high 25 points.
loss to Tennessee. but the Racers won the battle on the
boards by 11. Of Murray State's
34 rebounds, 25 were defensive.
"Perimeter rebounding is
something we've been working
on," Cronin said. "We have to
block out every man and hold
on to the block out until we get
the ball. I think our tough
schedule early on really got us
prepared for this game."
Senior forward Shawn Witherspoon scored a season-high
22 points on 10-of-12 shooting
and collected six rebounds. He
took over the Murray State
offense in the first half with 14
points as the Racers held a 4129lead.
Murray State squelched any
thoughts of an Eastern Kentucky comeback in the second
half, making 14 of their first 17
shots. The Racers stepped it up
offensively and on the defensive side of the ball to limit the
Colonels to no 3-pointers and
32 percent from the field.
Witherspoon, like Cronin,
sai~ the team's rebounding in

the blowout win pleased him.
"We've been giving up like l5
or 20 offensive rebounds a
game," Witherspoon said.
"Tonight we limited them to
one shot. If we just cut down
on the shots they take. it's
much better."
Trey Pearson finished the
game with two points and six
assists, and guard Jason
McLeish led Eastern Kentucky
with l5 points.
With the Racers off to a fast
start in the conference, Cronin
said it is imperative his team
defends its turf against OVC
foes.
"If we're going to win this
conference we have to go 10·0
at home," Cronin said. "Dominant teams win at home. Dom·
inant teams send messages
when they're at home. Sometimes people relax when
they're playing at home. You
can't do that."
Eastern Kentucky left with
its 14th straight loss in Murray.
The Racers square off against
Morehead State at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday <tt the RSEC.

Colonels survive for win in close. battle

T ommy Dillard
Staff Writer

tdillard@thenews.org

The women's basketball
team had its second victory of
the season within grasp late in
the second half against Eastern
Kentucky but let it slip away
falling to the Colonels, 75-70.
With the loss, the Racers
dropped to 1·6 overall and 0·1
in Ohio Valley Conference
play. The two teams fought
through 12 lead changes in
what was a seesaw game until
the Colonels went on an 8-0
run and turned a 64·62 Racer
lead into a 70·64 Eastern mar' gin.
Murray State recovered to
cut the lead to three once again
and had a chance to tie the
game with less than a minute
remammg, but a costly
turnover allowed the Colonels
to escape the RSEC with a victory.
"We made some mental
errors, and we've got to get
better at that," Head Coach Joi
Felton said. "We gave up a
couple layups at the end.

We've just got to understand
bow to play in certain situations and stay poised."
After Eastern Kentucky
jumped out to an early lead,
the Racers went on a 16-6 run
to take an 18-ll lead. The
Colonels answered with a 15-6
run of their own to reclaim a
two-point lead. The two teams
then fought to a 35-35 deadlock
at halftime.
Junior post player Erica Gor·
dian came up big off the bench
for the Racers in the ftrst half
and led all scorers with 14
points, adding five rebounds
and acting as a spark plug for
the Racers.
The Colonels did a better
job of containing Gordian in
the second period and held her
to just two baskets. Gordian
finished with 18 points and
snatched nine rebounds, one
shy of a double-double.
"She did a great job coming
in and playing aggressive," Fel·
ton said. "She really looked to
take it to the basket. We need
her to do that for a complete
game."
In the second half, the teams

traded baskets until Eastern's
game-deciding run.
Guard Laura Shelton led the
Colonels with 18 points, six
assists and three rebounds and
sank three crucial free-throws
in the game's waning minutes,
erasing all Racer hopes. The
Colonels also had two other
players finish in double-figures: guard Ashley Cazee and
jenkins
forward
Andrea
scored 12 and 11 points, respectively.
Freshman guard/forward
Ashley Nicole Hayes dominated on the boards for the Racers,
bringing down 16
rebounds while scoring 12
points. Hayes was coming off
her selection as OVC Freshman of the Week for her performance in the Tiger Classic
last week at Missouri.
Even with the loss, the game
boosted the Racers' confidence In its ability to play a
complete game, Felton said.
After embarrassing losses to
regional rivals Western Kentucky and Southern lllinois,
the Racers needed assurance
of its ability to compete

against quality competition.
They found the answer Thurs·
day night.
"We worked hard on
rebounding and tried hard to
improve on offense," Felton
said. "We competed for 40
minutes, and that's a first this
season. Our kids are hungry
now. They realize they can
compete with anyone, any
night."
The Racers' next challenge
comes at 5:15 p.m. Saturday
against Morehead State in the
RSEC. The Eagles are 5-1 on
the season, including a victory
in their first conference game
against Austin Peay.
"They're very good," Felton
said. "They have a junior college transfer, Taneisha John·
son, who is a very good post
player. Their inside game is
strong, and they have very
perimeter
players.
good
They're very balanced, and we
will have to play hard at all
five positions and not let up.''
The women then have a
week off to prepare for a road
battle with conference oppo·
nent Jacksonville State Dec. 18.

Junior guard Gerraca Matthews goes for a layup In the
R.acen' 75-70 loss to Eastern Kentucky Thursday.

The Sports Line•••
Murray State Events

TV Events
Tonight: ESPN @ 6:30 p.m.

Saturday: ESPN @ 7 p.m.

Saturday: W B-Ball @ 5:15 p.m.

NBA Basketball
Nets at Cavaliers

Heisman Presentation
New York City

Regional Special Events Center
Morehead State at Murray State

Saturday: CBS @ 12:30 p.m.

Sunday: CBS @ noon

Saturday: M B-Ball @ 7:30 p.m.

NCAA Basketball
Duke vs. Texas

NFL Football
Colts at Jaguars

Regional Special Events Center
Morehead State at Murray State .

Dec. 18: W B-Ball @ 2 p.m.
Regional Special Events Center
Murray State at Jacksonville State
Dec. 19: M B-Ball @ 7 p.m.
Regional Special Events Center
Murray State at Jacksonville State
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College football Golfer receives prestigious league award
needs playoff, Six student-athletes
wo~?!. ~~,~right~
top OVC's list

Th•
year. The BCS will never get it right. Ever.
There are very few things I enjoy more
in life than crashing on my couch for the
majority of a Saturday afternoon to watch
college pigskin. On the other hand, there
arc very few things I detest more in sports
than the BS. excuse me, the BCS.
One thing is for certain: the matchups in
the four major bowls sound exciting, culminating with the Rose Bowl showdown
between juggernauts USC and Texas. The
Trojans and Longhorns have been the two
best teams in the country all year, but
what the beck would have happened if
one or both of those teams lost in their
final game?
Penn State should
not automatically
jump up to one of
the top two slots in
the BCS just because
their lone loss was
earlier in the season.
A one-loss USC and
or Texas in the title
game is the solution,
regardless of the situation.
Perhaps the worst
part of the BCS is
selecting the atNathan
large schools that Cllnkenbeard
did not win one of
Sports Editor
the· major championships. U you are not Southern California and you arc in the Pac-10 you will have
trouble getting an at-large bid as Oregon
and California have found out in recent
years.
Oregon finished 10-1 on the season, second in the Pac-10, and will have to settle
for the Holiday Bowl against Oklahoma.
Ohio State, with a 9·2 record, slipped
ahead of the Ducks for the fourth slot in
the BCS and earned a trip to the Fiesta
Bowl against another 9-2 team, Notre
Dame.
The Ducks may have been good, but I
don't see anything wrong with having the
Buckeyes and the Fighting Irish in a BCS
bowl. Someone's going to be left off with
no way around it whatsoever.
The Ohio State-Notre Dame game
could be the most intriguing ma~chup
besides the title game. The two programs
rich in tradition will meet for the ftrst
time in postseason play. Penn State and
Florida State face off in the Orange Bowl,
pitting the top two winningest coaches in
Division 1-A history.
While one argument for the BCS is the
fact USC and Texas would not face each
other in a bowl game without it (USC
would still be in the Rose Bowl but against
Ohio State), there needs to some sort of a
playoff in Division I-A football.
The prevailing argument for a playoff is
the idea of a plus-one system. Kirk Herbstreit talks about this idea all the time, and
ideally it makes the most sense. Take the
top four teams in a BCS-style format and
put them into a playoff with the winners
squaring off for the national championship.
For one, I would propose for computers
to be taken out of any calculation of rankings. Have human polls, throw in strength
of schedule and quality wins against top
opponents. In no way should computers
have any say as to who are the best teams.
Another stipulation would be that any
team without a conference tit]e cannot be
considered for the title game. No more
teams like Nebraska in the 2002 Rose
Bowl when they could not even win the
Big U title against Colorado.
There can still be bowls and there can
still be the major bowls. Keep rotating the
major bowls for the title game. but add in
a rotation of leaving one of the bowls out
of the playoffs.
Hopefully one day there will be some
sort of a playoff in college football. For
now, we can handle the perceived top two
teams in the nation squaring off for the
nation:il title.
Don't say the BCS got it right. It doesn't
need any more encouragement.

Nathan Clinkenbeard is the sports editor at
The Murray State News. E-mail comments
to nclinkenbeard@thencws.org

CLASS IFIEDS RATES

Autumn Boaz

Staff Writer
aboaz@th~news.org

Simply going to class consistently
can be a struggle for some students
- then there are those like senior
golfer Jamie Frazier who need a
greater challenge.
Frazier, along with five other students, received the 2005-06 Ohio
Valley Conference Scholar-Athlete
award.
"I was just really happy," Frazier
said. "A lot of times, you know
you've done a lot of hard work, but
it kind of goes unnoticed."
The OVC awards the honor annually to three men and three women
junior or senior student-athletes
who demonstrate excellence :in ath·
letics, academics and leadership
qualities. OVC faculty-athletics representatives vote to select the recipients.
During the selection process, 20
fmalists were chosen to narrow the
vote, but Frazier said he was still
unsure he would win.
"There's always a chance. but
with an award like that, everybody's
well qualified, so I didn't know how
good of a chance I had," Frazier said.
"But in the back of your mind, it's
always something you'd like to
win."
The scholar-athlete award is the
highest individual honor an OVC
student-athlete can earn but docs
not come without perfecti.n g a balancing act.
Students must have performed
athletically with distinction, earn at
least a 3.25 GPA and conducted
themselves in a manner that has
brought credit to the student-ath·
lete, his or her institution, intercollegiate athletics and the OVC.
Frazier, a double major in
accounting and finance, entered
Murr~y State in fall 2002.
"1 really liked the coach, and I was
pretty much on a full scholarship, so
it was kind of hard to turn that
down," Frazier said.
Head Coach Eddie Hunt said Fra·
zier immediately made an impact.
"Jamie was really my ftrst recruit,
and 1 couldn't have asked for anything more," Hunt said. "I think
Jamie has a lot of good qualities.
"He has a tremendous work ethic
not only in golf, but in academics as
well, and that's why we strive for
him as scholar-athlete. He's also got
a great personality, so he kind of got
the whole package deaL"
Once Frazier became a Racer, he
knew his new student-athlete life

tile photos

Frazier attempts to sink a
putt at the OVC Championships in 200 4 . H e h as
earned a 3.8 cumulative GPA
while at Murray St ate.
would not be easy. Frazier said play·
ing catch-up has been his main
struggle.
"The hardest thing is missing
classes," frazier said. "The golf
team, I think, misses more classes
than anybody. People don't really
realize we miss like 15 days a semester."
Although, academics may pose a
struggle, Frazier has managed to
maintain his priorities. Frazier has a
3.8 GPA and has been on the OVC
Commissioner's Honor Roll three
times. He also has made the Dean's
List for the past three years.
Frazier is a member of the
Accounting Society, the Finance and
Economics Society, and the Beta
Gamma Sigma Honor Society. He is
serving his second term on Murray
State's Student-Athlete Advisory
Committee.
With an array of activities, Frazier's time is rarely wasted.

"It's pretty hard," Frazier said.
"It's really hard to manage my time.

You have to kind of work on a
schedule."
Frazier's involvement docs not
stop at school. When Frazier returns
to his hometown of Glasgow, he volunteers as an instructor for junior
golf programs.
Frazier helps with the programs
because he is able to assist his friend
who is the golf pro of the program.
However, Frazier said he truly
enjoys getting young golfers pointed in the right direction.
"I used to do that, and what they
told me was really valuable.'' Frazier
said.
Although Frazier's golf career
may have begun in his days of junior

pro, he has made grl':ll strides frllm
the country club of Glasgow.
Most recently Frazier finished
nmncr-up at the 2005 OVC Golf
Championship where he received
All·Tournament lwnors. Frazier
competed in the 2004 U.S. Amateur
along with several other amateur
events.
Hunt said Frazier is exactly whm ,
coaches hope all of their players will
be.
In a letter of recommendation for ,
Frazier, Hunt wrote, "He is a wellmannered. polite individual who
cares about his teammates and
understands the <tnhlunt of organization, time. management nnd
responsibility it takes to be a happy.
successful student-athlete."

Two area basketball_players to join women's squad
Multi-sport star heads signing class
Nathan Clinkenbeard
Sports Editor
nclinkenbeard@thenews.org

With the basketball season already
underway, Head Coach Joi Felton
and her staff have inked two local
players to suit up for the Racers next
season.
The early signing period kicked off
in mid-November as Pam Bell from
Paducah Tilghman High School and
Shanice McElrath of Dyer, Tenn.
made their committments to Murray
State fmal.
Felton said she wanted to add
depth to the post position.
"We are very excited to sign both
of these players," Felton said. "They
are both post players. That was our
need, and we filled that need by signing them."
Bell is the highlight of the early
recruiting class as the two sport star
is also planning on participating in
track and field for the Racers. The 6~
1 senior averaged IS points and nine

rebounds per game last season for
the Blue Tornado. Early on in the
season. Paducah Tilghman is 1-1 with
a loss to a Tennessee team and a 6217 win against Hickman County.
In last season's state semifmals.
Paducah Tilghman squared off
against Clinton County, the team that
produced freshman twins Paige and
Amber Guffey. Bell's team lost the
semifinal matchup to Clinton County
71-56.
The Guffeys combined for 42
points with Amber scoring 27 on 10·
of-12 shooting and Paige producing
15. Bell struggled shooting the ball
despite scoring 12 points, as she shot
just 5-of-21 from the field. She led the
Blue Tornado in rebounds with six.
Bell was among the state's best in
shooting percentage as she shot at a
56 percent clip. According to the Blue
Chip Recruiting Service, the center is
ranked in the top three at her position, and she chose Murray State
over the University of florida.
Despite the proximity between

64I Club
Located otf Hwy. 641 S. • Puryear, Tenn. • 731-247-5794

Sunday - Pool Tournament & Texas

Hold 'em

PER WORD
For more
information call
762-4478

Senior
F.r azier follows through on a swing at the
2004 OVC Championships in Paducah. Frazier, from Glasgow,
has been a key member on the golf team for all four of his years.

·:.- Fridet y. Dec. 9: Trippin Lizet r d c; ,, 8

p.m .~·.-

Paducah and Murray, Felton said Bell
represents the fust player to come
from McCracken County in 20 years.
"This is the first player from
McCracken County since Lori Barrett to play at Murray State," Felton
said. "She will give us a physical presence inside. She has a great skill set
for someone of her size. She has soft
hands and a nice shooting touch. I am
really happy to have her joining us
next year."
As dominating as Bell is in basketball, she is as equally dominant in
track and field with two individual
state titles to her credit. In last year's
state championship, Bell broke the
state record in the discus with a
throw of 139 feet, 6 inches. She also
won the shot put with a toss of 39
feet, 3.75 inches.
With two first place finishes, Bell
was responsibll' for 20 of Paducah
Tilghman's state championship-winning 1005 points. The Blue Tornado
have won the last six state titles.
Track and field Head Coach

Dercck Chavis saiJ the ability to play
two sports in colkgc speaks volumes.
''(Bell) will be a great asset to our
team," Chavis said. "She's going to
play two sports on a l>ivision I level
and that says a lot about her athleti·
cism."
Since the indoor tral:k season goes
on during the bulk ot~ the basketball
season, Chavis said Bell will mainly
compete in just outdoor meets. She
will be able to attend her basketball
practices and make time for some
throwing as well.
McElrath. the :-;ccond player signed
by the Racers, attends Gibson County High School where she averaged
12 points and seven rebounds per game last season.
::
"She Ls a physical player." Felton:'=
said. "She will help us with our;: .
rebounding and our scoring. We are,:
very excited to have her coming to,.
Murray State."

• Page 3b Read about the four
men's recruits Head Coach Mick
Cronin and his staff signed during the early signing period.
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'Best ever'
Four high school standouts highlight '06 class
Tommy Dillard
Staff Writer
tdillard(wthenews.org

Head Coach Mick Cronin and his
coaching staff have reeled in four
future Racers during the early sign·
ing period this fall, a recruiting class
Cronin calls his best.
Daniel Ard, Jay-R Strawbridge,
Brandon F.vans and Curtis Parker all
signed letters of intent to play for
Murray State next season, which
pleases Cronin.
"This is our best class by far,"
Cronin said. "We've been able to
work on these guys for a couple
years now. I think we're reaping the
benefits of a lot of hard work by our
assistants to locate the best players
in our area."
Ard, a 6·6, 205-pound forward
from Renton, plays football and bas·
ketball for Marshall County High
School and excels at both sports. He
led the Marshals in scoring as a
junior last year, scoring 22.1 points
per game and 34 in one game.
Ard's great shot, athleticism and
competitive nature, Cronin said,
could help the Racers in many different ways.
"The fact that he may be the best
player in the state of Kentucky
makes him a great fit for the Rae·
ers," Cronin said.
On the gridiron, he led Marshall
County to a 9-2 record last ~cason
and accumulated 2,300 all-purpose
yards. accounting for 35 touch·
downs. Ard's older brother, Justin,
played football for the Racers from
2000·04. Many top-notch football
programs, including Kentucky and
Louisville, recruited Ard, but he
chose to play basketball instead.
"He viewed
himself as a basketball player
playing
football,"
Cronin
said. "Basketball
is his first love,
and we are clat·
ed he chose to
play for us."
Cronin said
Ard chose to
come to Murray
State because of
its proximity to
Jay-R
his hometown
Strowbridge
and its winning
tradition, which includes numerous
trips to the NCAA Tournament.

rourtesy ni MSU iltlilctics

Daniel Ard, a two-sport star at Marshall County High School,
excelled at both football and basketball for the Marshals. Ard's
brother Justin played football for the Racers from 2006-04.
Jay-R Stowbridge, 6·1, 185 pounds,
hails from Ardmore, Ala., and Sparkman High School where he plays
guard. He averaged 12.5 points per
game as a junior l:lSt year. He led
Sparkman to a 27·10 record ami a
trip to the 6-A titlt' game when• the
team lost to Leflore Iligh School, the
No. I team in the nation, in overtime.

''He's a point guard with great
quickness and strength," Cronin
said. ''He's a natural born leader and
a great defender. Losing Keith
Jenifer, we needed to add a true
point guard to our roster."
Rrandon Evans,
a 6·1, 195-pound
guard, attends
Liberty
Tech
High School in
Jackson, Tenn.
He averaged 20
points and five
rebounds as a
junior and was
named the district MVP and
all-region.
He
also was named
the West TenBrandon
nessee NewcomEvans
er of the Year as
Ubcrtr Tech finished 26-6.
"He's a great recruit for us,"
Cronin said. "He could have gone to
the SEC. He's a big-time scorer,
explosive, really takes the ball to the
basket with authority."
Curtis Parker, a
6-7, 228 pound
forward, comes
to Murray State
after playing in
Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
at Shelton State
Community Col·
lege. Parker was
instrumental in
helping the Buccaneers advance
to the National
Junior College
Tournament last
Curtis
spring.
Parker
He averaged 11
points and seven rebounds per game
last season and helped Shelton State
finish eighth in the country with a
30·8 record.
"He has great size and strength,"
Cronin said. ''He's got a big, strong
body but can also run and jump.
He'll be able to step in and play right
away for us in the interior with the
loss of Pearson Griffith and Charles

Along with his 12.S points, Stowbridge averaged four rebounds, four
assists and two steals per game. He
was named MVP of Alabama's
Northwest Region 8 and in the
Alabama High School North-South
All-Star Game last summer. In that
game, he scored 20 points and added
six assists, two rebounds and a steal.

johnsorr.•
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Charles Henderson High
School, Parker was''nan1ed Alabama
All-State and the Alabama North·
South All-Star Team. Parker was
also named preseason player of the
year and has averaged 12 points and
10 rebounds per game so far this sea·
son.
At

Cronin's eye for talent
seeing future pro athletes
As an assistant at the University of
C incinnati and the University of
Louisville, Racer Head Coach Mick Cronin
earned his first taste of trying w land top
recruits.
Now, Cronin and his coaching staff arc
attempting to bring high-caliber players to
Murray State.
In his days as an assistant, Cronin
earned several accolades from different
sports publications. The Sporting News
named him the top recruiting assistant in
the nation, and Athlon Magazine dubbed
him the top assistant in the nation for the
2002·03 season.
Kenyon
National publications have ranked all six
Martin
of Cronin's classes in the top 10 when he
Denver
Nuggets
was an assistant. Reauiting services have
selected a Cronin class as No. 1 in the
At Cincinnati, M.1r·
nation twice.
tin was National Play·
Numerous players throughout Cronin's er of the Year his
coaching career have gone on to success· senio r season. The
ful collegiate careers, and NBA teams have Bearcats retired his
No.4 jersey in 2000.
drafted eight of his players.

I;>anny
Fortson

Ruben
Patterson

Francisco
Garcia

Seattle Supersonics

Portland Blazers

Sacramento Kings

In just three years.
Fortson became the
Bearcats' second all·
time leading scorer
1.000 points behind
Oscar Robertson.

Patterson won two
CUSA titles in his
only two seasons at
Cincinnati. He aver·
aged 14.6 points and
5.8 rebounds a game.

Garcia was the catalyst on Louisville's
Final Four team from
last season. He averaged 15.7 points a
game his senior year.

Hunting on TV
decent option
during winter
Well bunters, some hunting seasons
have come and gone, but others arc beginning to open all across the state.
Fishermen, most of your seasons have
been over since early November. but
some hearty anglers arc still out there
pursuing fall crappie with good success.
I have found ways to enjoy different
forms of hunting and fishing year round
by turning to the Outdoor Channel, ESPN.
ESPN2 and OLN to watch outdoor pro·
grams. There are also many videos and
even video games concerning hunting and
fishing.
Some mornings, I just don't feel like
getting up to go hunting nod definitely
don't want to go fishing and freeze to _
death. 1 just sleep in, bundle up in a blanket and spen d all morning watching hunting and fishing ~bows on TV.
Broadcasting com· ..--- -- - ---.
panies have found a
new lucrative market
in outdoors shows.
I love the Outdoor
Channel. One minute
I'm watching someone land an 800
pound blue marlin off
the coast of Costa
Rica, and the next,
I'm watching a hunter
harvest a quality
whitetail deer in
Kansas. What more
Warren
could an avid outKing
doorsman want?
Outdoor Columnist
My cable didn't
originally come with the Outdoor Channel in the package, so 1 pay extra to get it.
As soon as I get home in the afternoons,
the first thing I do before 1 start my channel surfing is to check and sec what is on
the Outdoor Channel.
The Outdoor Channel isn't the only
channel on cable that features outdoor
programming. ESPN and ESPN2 also have
times set aside to show outdoor programs.
ESPN has many great hunting and fishing
programs on Saturday and Sunday mornings. I feel like a kid getting up early on
Saturdays to watch cartoons, but instead
of "Tom and Jerry," it's the BASS Bassmasters Tournament trail for me.
If people only enjoy doing and seeing
one genre of the outdoor activities being
aired, their best bet is to purchase a video
or DVD.
The videos and DVDs have a more personal level and show more footage of the
hunt because they arc not as pushed for
time like a TV show. Many videos have
become so popular that they put out an
entire series of their shows like the "Duck
Commander" and the "Duckmcn" Series,
two of my favorites.
Phil Robertson, the Duck Commander,
never ceases to amaze me with his down
home way of hunting and his successful
harvesting of a limit of ducks every time.
The Duck Commander and his crew are
also crack shots making me look very bad.
A way to simulate the harvest of a variety of species of animals is by a computer
or a game console like XBOX or a Playstation.
There is even one game in which roles
are reversed and the deer hunt the
hunters called Deer A vengcr. These
games give bored outdoorsmen a chance
to step out of reality and harvest or catch
an animal they might not ever have a
chance to encounter in real life.
If you're like me, love the outdoors but
can sometimes be lazy, the wide array of
outdoor television productions, videos
and games can keep you in the outdoors
with the comfort of never leaving the
couch.

Warren King is the outdoor columnist at
The Murray State News. E-mail comments
to wking@thenews.org.
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Students share Christmas traditions
Snow, stories creat e holiday tradition

Christmas Eve gifts spark excitement

1 always go home with my little cousin, and we always make a
fort out of snow when it snows ... and we get these big chunks of
ice and ice blocks out of snow. We always crawl inside. andbundle up. I always take, like. Christmas stories in there like
'T'was the Night Before Christmas' and things like th at.

My favorite Christmas tradition is the night before Christmas
when we all get to pick out a single present and open it just from
under the tree. It's my favorite part because it's usually when my
parents look at me and go 'not that one, not that one. not that one,
but any other ones you can open,' and then we pick one to open
and it's great.

Casady Pruitt
Junior from Merillville, Ind.

Lights deck communities, monuments
I really love driving around looking at Christmas lights. I really

enjoy the greenery around my mantel and the stockings. I'm from
Indianapolis. so I really like the tree lighting of a monument
down at the circle, so I really love that, and it's great. I really like
going shopping. and I like giving people ornaments for Christmas
even though they have to use it a year later.

Kristopher Inman
Freshman from Shelbyville

Anne Pennington
Freshman from Indianapolis

Gift-giving·often better than receiving
Reuniting with family
important during break

Ice cream complements tree selection

I go home and see a lot of the family that I
don't get to see for most of the time
during the year. It's always
during Christmas. It
seems like you get to
see your family that
you don't see all year
and spend time with
them and catch up on
lost times.

Jason Cork
Junior from
South Fulton, Tenn.

We always go and get our Christmas tree from Teddrewes, anyone from St. Louis will know what Teddrcwes is. It's, like. an ice
cream place, and they have a Christmas tree lot. So, we go and
pick out a Christmas tree when it's, like, 15 degrees outside, and
we eat icc cream and freeze to death. We go cat Italian food at the
Italian restaurant, and then we go get our Christmas tree and eat
ice cream. It's really fun.

My family and I all sit around the living room, whichever living
room it happens to be in the house, and each of us opens one present, and we do it by age, like youngest to oldest or oldest to
youngest. We just go around in a circle and watch each other
open presents, but everyone just opens one at. a time, and we do
it in the order every single Christmas and try to sit in the same
places and everything. It's really fun because you get a time to
focus on that person and see their face and their reaction to their
presents, and it just gives you more time to spend with your family.

Mare Conner
Freshman from Crestwood, Mo.

Target practice perfect end
to Christmas day festivities

•

After all the gifts arc opened and the cousins are
covered in leftover wrapping paper and
such, we lay all the guns out on the picnic table, put targets on the random
toilets and leftover boxes in our yard
and have a heyday.
Daniel Willett
Freshman from Gilbertsville

•

...___

Christi Jennings
Senior from Wilmore

Thanksgiving decorators
get head start on season
My favorite Christmas tradition is the day
after Thanksgiving. We all decorate the whole
house for Christmas. We put up the Christmas
tree. and everything is all lit up, and we usually,
like, have the family ornaments, and _ put up our
own ornaments.
Heather Blakley
Freshman from Memphis, Tenn.
Student quotes compiled

Movie bonds family
during holiday season

by Casey Northcutt//he News

Grandfather's last-minute trip
highlights meaning of holidays

My grandfather and 1 have always been close-knit,
but what started out as a holiday mishap when I was
younger has evolved into a favorite Christmas tradithat brought us even closer.
1 was about 4 years old, and my family gathered at
Patrick Wallace
my grandparents house on Christmas Eve to have dinFreshman from Hawesville
ner and open presents. My grandfather pulled me aside
and told me he had forgotten to pick up a certain gift
he planned to buy my grandmother. He hurriedly told
me he needed to go pick up the present, so we snuck
away from the family and headed to the store.
Of course, because it's Christmas Eve, the store was
full of procrastinters and all the merchandise was
picked over, so the gift he had planned on buying was
no where to be found. I thought the trip was a waste,
but he seemed perfectly content.
Then. J didn't understand, but now I' know he just
wanted to spend some time together.
To this day, we sneak off for last minute shopping,
regardless of whether we really need to buy anything
else or not.
As corny as it sounds, that first little trip taught me
It was Christmas 1992. I awoke to find the green and at a young age that Christmas really isn't about the
• It's pretty safe to say ol' Jim and Janelle Clinkenbeard ran a real tight ship as my brothyellow curves of a Super-Soaker 50 nestled under the gifts you give and receive. but the time you share with
ers and I were growing up. Some things may have been rough, but I wouldn't trade them
tree. The gift gleamed with sheer masculinity and the ones you love.
lOT anything.
seemed to cry out to me in a Schwarzenegger-styled
Jacqueline Jordan
. One of the things I remember the most about my childhood was never owning a Nin·
voice, "Fill me up with liquid furry and drench everyAssistant
News Editor
tendo. All my friends had one, but I was not allowed. They said it would be the death
one who crosses your path."
of me, and I thought they were full of it.
Overcome with the urge to soak and destroy. 1
' Finally, they broke down. The original Nintendo years had passed. but my brothran to the bathroom to fill up my pump-action
,er and I could not believe our eyes when we ripped open a package to see the
peacemaker. Having fully loaded it, I moved
;words Nintendo 64 one Christmas.
to take n seat on the porcelain throne blissmany years in the Cawcin house,
• To this day, I still have the 64 and it's plugged into the main TV in my Murray
fully unaware the scat was is the up posiwas all about my brother!l and
home. I still enjoy multiplayer Goldeneye. Mario Kart, Wayne Gretzky 30 Hocktion. In no more than 10 minutes, the soaker
me.
We
raced
down the stain; for our stockey and Wrcstlcmania 2000.
quickly became the soaked. and
ings before sunrise, and the stream of preVideo game consoles have not been the death of me, but my parents will tell
a very cold and wet Christsents continued all morning. My parents
you my occasional temper with a game has certainly increased my blood
mas morning began.
would put off opening their gifts until we
pressure. And theirs.
were done with ours, or until our begging
Nathan Clinkenbeard
was too relentless to bear.
About 10 years ago, though, everything
Sports Editor
changed with an energetic, sandy-blond
haired addition to the Cawein clan - our
yellow labrador retriever. Biscuit. Biscuit's
stocking is hung each Christmas next to the
I usually love Christmas, but for a few minutes last year, I really
rest, and Santa never forgets her.
hated it, My parents and I met my brother and sister-in-Jaw at my
Watching her excitedly sniff her stocking
and nose through its contents before disgrandparents' house in Tennessee for the holiday. Still a child at
heart, I get excited every year when it's time to open the precovering a rawhide bone or squeaky stuffed
sents. After ripping more paper and opening more boxes than 1
animal was the highlight of
care to count. I thought 1 was done. My darling - insert sarcasChristmas morning.
Despite the fact that she
tic tone here - brother had other plans.
He placed a box on my lap after my mom opened her last gift.
often broke/dismembered/
I thought it had to be something fantastic to get such special
destroyed her stocking haul
treatment, but after my traditional save-the-paper roubefore the rest of us had
tine, all I found inside was a piece of paper: Clue No 1.
even eaten Christmas dinner,
she was always beside herself
And so it began.
for at least a few hours.
My brother sent me inside. outside and every which
way to find additional clues that would - I hoped She might be just a dog, but
we're all pretty crazy about her
lead me to my gift. After clue No. 6, I was frustrated.
There was a clue on the mantel and one outside in
- my dad even calls her my "sister." And seeing her so worked up
my grandparents' fishpond. Finally, the last clue
and ecstatic each rice. 25 only
led me to the mailbox. I was cold and angry, and
1 wanted my gift.
reminds me how much 1 love her.
After all that effort, the present was in my
When I was young, I never understood
seat when 1 got back inside from my trek to
how my parents could wait 5o long to open
their gifts, or why they were content to
the end of the driveway. The entire process
lasted about l5 minutes, and though I liked
watch us shriek, squeal and grin car·to-car
for hours. I couldn't have known, though,
my gift within a few minutes, I was too mad to
until Biscuit burst into my world.
appreciate it at first. I said my curt thank you
Of all the lessons you could learn from a
and vowed then to give my brother what he has
dog, I never imagined the joy of giving
coming to him.
would be one of them.
1 can't wait until Dec. 25. I bear revenge is
sweet.
We watch "Joe Dirt" every Christmas. the movie "Joe Dirt." It'.s family bonding time every year.

b
remem
ers
holidays past

TheNews

Long-awaited Nintendo leads to life with controller

Coveted gift brings happiness,
accidents on Christmas Day

Holiday scavenger hunt results in anger,
frustration for perennial holiday fan

Vanessa Childers
Managing Editor

Elizabeth Cawein
Assistant Lifestyles Editor
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This Week
•Friday
Play
7 p.m., "levi Bolton,"
$8 gl!ncral admission,
free for students,
Actor's Studio Theatre, third floor Wilson Hull

•Saturday
Final exams
For Ct.lmplete schedule, visit www.murraysta te. edu/ registrar/finalexam.htm

Horse show
9 a.m., AQJiA horseshow, free admission,
EXPO center

Play
7 p.m., "Levi Bolton,"
$8 general admission,
free for students,
Actor's Studio 'J'he:nre, third floor Wilson Hall

Midnight munchies hit during finals week:
Studf!nts, faculty
interact at breakfast
Elizabeth Caweln
Assistant Lifestyles Editor
ecawein@thenews.o'll

There is only one stimulus
potent enough to bring students
from the warmth of their residential college rooms and away
from textbooks and note cards
during finals week.
It sounds like a house party, it
!.S~nday
smells like Log Cabin, it could
only be one thing - midnight
Horse show
9 a.m., AQJIA horse- breakfast.
A Murray State tradition for
show, free admission,
more than a decade, midnight
EXPO center
breakfast takes place from 10
.!Mond3y_
p.m. to midnight the Sunday of
finals week. Students are invited
Final exams
to take a study break, socialize,
For complete sched- enter tor door prizes and gorge
ule, visit www.mur- on french toast, eggs, bacon and
ra ys tate .ed u/ regisother breakfast standards.
trar/finaJexam.htm
Bill Benriter, director of Food
Services, said a student's suggestion sparked the idea about a
decade ago.
Final exams
Fo1· complete sched"I wish I could remember this
ule, visit www.mur- young man's name, but it was
r<Jystatc.ed u/ rcgistrar/finalexam.htm

.!.~edn~
Final exams
for complete schedule, visit www.murraystate .edu/ registrar/ finalexam.htm

suggested by a hall director at a
Residential College Association
meeting I attended," Benriter
said. "And actually back then it
was the RHA, the Residential
Hall Association."
Linda
Hollingsworth.
Winslow Dining Hall manager,
worked with the idea, and the
event was born. Benrher said the
frrst breakfast was likely in the
spring semester.
''And we did it again the next
semester, and every year it's gotten bigger and bigger," Benriter
said.
Faculty involvement, now a
staple of the midnight breakfast
tradition, has increased throughout the years in the same vein as
student attendance.
''When it started out, Dr.
Robertson was probably the primary faculty member involved,"
Benriter said. "Other schools
who did it had faculty involved,
and soon after it started. it started growing and involving more
faculty and staff."

When:
lOp.m. to
mldllight, S1mday

Com
$Z or one~ f;oQI
mealpiQ
Whatto~t:

'breakfast fare,
priZe d.rawiligs,.

music
This year, the Food Services
staff is inviting the eight residential college heads to help serve
and take involvement to the next
level.
"It's a good start off to finals
week and a chance for us to wish
students good luck on their
finals," Benriter said.
Matt Whitaker, senior from
Cynthiana, will make his ninth
appearance at midnight breakfast festivities Sunday. Since his
first breakfast in fall 2001,
Whitaker said the eventts offerings have increased greatly.

will

is also a great bonus.
"It's nice because it's one of
those things that the University
does especially for the students,"
Keeling said. "I think a lot of
times we as students have this
idea that the University only
cares about taking our money
and not really about us.
"But seeing professors and
college heads serving breakfast
shows that they really do care
about us as students and not just
as numbers or cash cows."
Don Robertson, vice president
of Student Affa irs, said the
breakfast is one special on-campus event that sets Murray State
apart from other schools.
He said it is also a great way to
br idge the gap between faculty
and stressed-out students.
"It sends an important message to students of support that
we recognize this is a stressful
time, and maybe encourage
them," Robertson said.
In the past, University President F. King Alexander, Board of
Regents Member Vickie Travis,
Multicultural Center Director
S.G. Carthell, journalism and
mass communications professor
Bob McGaughey and chairman
of the department of wellness
and therapeutic sciences Corky
Broughton have served students.

Voodoo Daddy spreads holiday cheer with swingin' Christmas hits

Staff Report

After spending most of the weekend
studying for fmals, the most dreaded week
of the semester, take a break and boogie
~TJtqr_s__day_ down with Big Bad Voodoo Daddy.
The jazz, swing and blues combo group
Final exams
will perform its holiday concert "Big Bad
For complete sched- Voodoo Daddy's Wild & Swingin' Holiday
ule, visit www.mur- Party."
rays t a te.ed u/ registrar/ finalcxam.htm •

The concert features jazzy versions of
holiday hits with a blues and swinging
spin. Sax and percussion spice up
classic Christmas songs like ''Jingle Bells." Voodoo Daddy's
versions of holiday songs
include "Blue Christmas,"
"Merry Christmas Baby" and ''Is
Zat You Santa Claus?"
The event is 7 p.m. Sunday at
......

~

•

Luther F. Carson Four Rivers Center in
Paducah. If leaving the warm comfort of
home isn't worth buying tickets to
this "swinging" event, go to the
Carson Center Web site to
order online. Tickets are $15,
$25 and $35.
The Carson Center is located at
100 Kentucky Ave. T ake US-641 to Purchase Parkway; merge onto Interstate 24

and take exit 52B toward Paducah. Just
follow the I-24 Loop until you come to
Kentucky Avenue and tum right.
For more information about this and
any event held at the Carson Center, visit
thecarsoncenter.org or call (270) 4504444. Visit bbvd.com to view the Big Bad
Voodoo Daddy's tour schedule, to learn
more about the band and to buy merchandise.

•r

THE

• Dec. IS
-.

Where:

Winslow Di~Jtaj)

"There was not near the selection of food, few decorations and
no raffle drawings or prizes
given." he said. "The atmosphere
is a lot better now."
Whitaker said the camaraderie
is a large part of why midnight
breakfast is such a staple finals
week tradition.
''I look forward to it every year
because so many people,
whether on or off campus, come
and hang out at Winslow," he
said. "It's the last chance to say
goodbye to friends before the
Christmas break and is also an
enjoyable break from studying
for finals. The food is good and
it's nice to be served by faculty
and staff who know your name."
Patrick Keeling, senior from
Bardstown, will enjoy his seventh midnight breakfast Sunday,
and said there are a number of
reasons he comes back each
year.
"For one, it's tradition," 'Keeling said. "Midnight breakfast is
something all students go to, and
why would you not want to? Secondly, you get to see a lot of people that you don't normally see. I
know people that one of the few
ever certainly see
times I
them is at midnight breakfast."
Keeling noted the $2 price tag
for an all-you-can-eat breakfast

WELL, OUR UTnE
PLAN WASN'T 50
~~r-"~ SUCCESSFUL...

Final exams
For complete schedule, visit www.murraystate.ed u/ r egis-

"...'J' t:>IDN'T CHECK THE
Q..EAN UP CREWS
SCHEDULE...•

trar/finale~am.htm

.!D.e~..!.J 6
Con cert
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sian, Performing Arts

;
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& CARRIE SCHOTT

would lik e to invite everyone to our
second annual holiday handcrafted
musical instrument sale!
Didgeridoos, rain sticks, ground drums,
ceramic drums, flutes and pottery

DECEMBER 9th, lOth & 11th 2005

or buy online at
www. thecarsoncenter.org

Time: Friday- Sunday 2:00- 8:00p . m.

Ll ITIII"R f. CARSON FOUR RIVERS Cl"N-1rR

[fourth on right passed the Moose Lodge]

1110

KtNll'<
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Compilation marks 25 years of music without Lennon
Review
Assistant Lifestyles Editor Elizabeth Cawein writes the music
reviews.
Twe nty-five
years
ago
Thursday, music lost its greatest dreamer, and the few
remaining remnants of innocence in rock 'n' roll along with
him.
The dreamer was John Winston Ono lennon. One-half of
the most prolific songwriting
team of all time and one-fourth
of the legendary group The
BcatJes,
lennon's
songs
defmed the lives of millions
throughout the course of his
more than 15-year career.
After signing an autograph
for his would·be assassin earli·
er the same day, Lennon was
shot five times in the chest and
shoulder outside his New York
City apartment on Dec. 8, 1980.
He took his last breaths in the
back of a police squad car
shortly thereafter, dead just
two months past his 40th birthday.
While the argument for the
aU-time greatest contributors
to rock 'n' roll is a futile one to
fight, it cannot be doubted that
Lennon's name belongs high in
the rankings. His voice, words,
instrumental abilities, drive,
curiosity and imagination were
an .unparalleled combination.
Rock 'n ' roll genius - the
moniker is reserved for a select
few, and lennon will be forever among them.

His impact was so incredible
that even more than two
decades later, the discussion of
his murder is no less gut
wrenching, the pain of loss no
less sharp. Thus, in honor of
the 25th anniversary of his
death, it seems only fitting to
discuss a sampling of his best.
"Working Class Hero: The
Definitive Lennon" is a highlight reel of Lennon's solo
career. The two-disc album,
released in October. commemorates what would have been
Lennon's 65th birthday.
Complete with- a thorough
album jacket that details each
track's original album and
release date, "Working Class
Hero" is a must-have for the
collection of any religious
lennon follower, and an excellent starter set for fledgling
fans. Though it certainl~· isn't
the first Lennon compilation
and it likely won't be the last,
the purchase would be worth
every cent. The sampling offers
a balanced mixed of popular
hits and lesser-known treasures.
For the sake of organization,
let's separate the two discs and
discuss the top songs on each.
Disc On e
On the first disc, listeners
will likely recognize classic
favorites "Imagine," "lnstant
Karma" and a live version of
"Come Together," which the
Beatles originally recorded and
released on "Abbey Road," the
group's fmal preconceived
album.

The disc also contains the
album's namesake, "Working
Class Hero," which is eerily
similar to Bob Dylan's protest
song "Masters of War." This
brief foray into the folk·rock
form was originally heard on
the album "John Lennon/Plas·
tic Ono Band."
Also not to be missed are
"Watching the Wheels," "Jealous Guy," "Oh Yokol" and
"Borrowed Time." I also suspect Ben E. King would be
pleased with Lennon's rendition of his 1950s hit "Stand By
Me."

Disc Two
It might be easy to skip

straight to track seven, "Beauti·
ful Boy (Darling Boy),'' then on
to track 17, "Give Peace a
Chance". While you might listen to these hits first, don't pull
disc two from the player until
you've heard a bit more of
Lennon's scorching social
commentary on "Woman is the
Nigger of the World" and
"God."
"Grow Old With Me" and
"Real Love" are no-less carcatching, but in a slightly different vein.
Some Beatles fans who did
not follow the careers of the
Fab Four as closely once they
went their separate ways might
be interested at the shel!r vol·
ume of music John Lennon
produced, even up to the very
day of his death in 1980. When
he stepped out of his limousine
in front of the Dakota apartments, he was returning from

<ourtesy ol C<tpitol Tl'<mds

the recording studio with wife
YokoOno.
He simply never stopped
imagmmg that something
greater could occur in the
blank spaces between notes on
a page. He never stopped imagining it could occur, and he
never stopped attempting to
create it.
It boggles the mind to think
what might have emerged from
the musical mind ·of John

Lennon had he been allowed to
live even just one more month
or year. But with the incredible
body of work he'd already
accumulated, it's likely there
ore some fantastic tracks fans
have yet to hear.
Start with "Working Class
Hero," and dig fmm there.
There's a good chance that,
even now, lennon might have
something brand new to give
you.

iff}
-- - - -

No note: only if you're dt·sperate.
One note: worth i1 listen, llut
don't bother paying for it.
Two notes: a decent re{~ord, try
heforL' you buy.
Three notes: worth the money.
Four 11otcs: a future c lassic.

- - - - - -This Week in Entertainment --~~~~
• Albums

• Box Office

• Songs

• DVD

• Books

• Web site

1. Hypnotize
Syste m of a Down
2. The Road a n d the Radio
Kenny Chesney
3. Now20
Various artists
4. Confessions o n a Dance
Floor
Madonna
S. Get Rich or Die Tryin'
Soundtrack

1. Walk the Line

1. Run It!
Chris Brown
2. Gold Digger
Kanyc West featuring Jamie
Foxx
3. M yHumps
The Black Eyed Peas
4. Laffy Taffy
D4L
S. Soul Surviv or
Young Jee7.y featuring Akon

1. Mr. and Mrs. Smith Widescreen

1. Mary, Mary
James Patterson
2. At First Sight
Nicholas Sparks
3. Light From Heaven
Jan Karon
4. Predator
Patricia Cornwell
s. The Lighthouse

sccretsanta.org

Source: Billboard.com

'

2. Harry Potter
3. Yours, Mine and Ours

4. Just Friends .,
S. Aeon Flux

Source: Cheri Theatres

Source: Billboard.com

2. FamJiy Guy: Season 4,
Vol.3
3. Mr. and Mrs. Smith- Pan
and Scan

4. War of the Worlds

P.O. James

s. Madagascar
Source: Bestbuy.com

Sour<.c: nytimc!'.com

The io)' of giving is often
greater than the joy nf receiving during the holiday season,
and Sccretsanta.org helps
match interested individuals
with holiday toy drives. You
ca n find informatio n abo ut
drives in your area or donate
through the Web site. It also
features lists of dcsirt.'d items
and u search cnginl' to tind all
the drives in :i particular
region.

t]-{ayyy fioUdays rom
rTfie Murray State %ws
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Hark, pop musicians sing,
deliver Christmas tidings
Artists move beyond jingle Bells'
with innovative holiday sounds

Silver screen captures
magic of season on film
Staff Writer Phillip Dishon writes the movie
reviews.

Christmas - that special time of year for
family celebrations, presents and religious
reflection. However, it is also one of the
only holidays when festive films for all
ages dominate network airwaves.
The following four fllms may not truly
be considered Christmas classics, but I
guarantee they will put even the coldest
heart in a merry mood.

'The Muppet Christmas Carol,
This rendition of the Charles Dickens
-classic takes the legendary characters of
Jim Henson's Muppets and places them
into the literary world of London in the
19th century. The cold-hearted Mr.
Scrooge (Caine) comes face-to-face with
three ghosts on Christmas Eve to change
his selfish ways and alter the doomed path
of his life.
After Jim Henson's unexpected death in
1991. Brian Henson took over the family
business and directed this great holiday
musical. Caine gives an amazing performance as Scrooge and the cast ofMuppets
complements the Academy Award winner
nicely. In keeping with the tradition of all
of the Muppet films, the human characters
interact with their foam-rubber costars
oblivious to their size, color, race and
species, perfectly exemplifying the idea of
good will.
•

'The Santa Clause,
After prematurely .ending the career of
Santa Claus, Scott Calvin (Allen) is reluctantly recruited to take the big guy's place
as the new Kris Kringle. Denying the incident ever occurred, Calvin continues living his normal life until certain une>..-plainable changes start to occur. After a twist of
fate, Calvin's son, Charlie (Lloyd), and
elves from the north pole must save
Christmas and the new Santa.

This film imaginatively explores how
Santa could exist in the modern world,
explaining everything from how he fits
down chimneys to how he carries gifts in
his sleigh. Allen's performance is comedic
and heartwarming, as he tries to accept his
responsibility and maintain his relationship with his estranged son. The film's
success spawned a sequel that pales in
comparison to the original.'

'The Nightmare Before Christmas"
Jack SkeUington (Sarandon/Elfman), the
pumpkin king of Halloween Town, grows
tired of celebrating the same holiday each
year. The depressed monarch leaves his
home only to discover Christmas Town.
After kidnapping Santa Claus (Ivory),
Jack hijacks the holiday with disastrous
results.
Selick directed this short Tim Burton
story in masterful fashion, creating stopmotion animation unparalleled to this day.
Elfman's songs and lyrics perfectly reflect
the style and tone of this dark holiday
spectacle bringing a more whimsical tone
to the horrifying creatures of Halloween
Town. Aside from its popularity around
Christmas, this fllm has also attained its
own cult status across the globe.

•A Christmas Story•
Young Ralphie (Billingsley) knows a
Red Rider BB gun is the perfect Christmas
present for anyone. However, the rest of
the known world, including Santa Claus,
seem to disagree. With mere weeks before
the big day, Ralphle must ~verc~me great
obstacles to achieve the perfect Christmas.
This film is a classic in every way. With
a perfect blend of social commentary and
humor, "A Christmas Story" is a film every
generation can relate to and enjoy. This
adaption of the jean Shephard novel is
flawless in my own eyes. Still, enjoy the
film- just don't shoot your eye out.

Assistant Lifestyles Editor Elizabeth Cawein writes the
music reviews.
It seems all you need these days to put out a Christmas album is a working set of vocal chords and a face
that wouldn't scare away small children. Everyone
from Regis Philbin to the Barenaked Ladies is jumping onto the bandwagon and into the studio to try to
create some winter wonderland magic.
Unfortunately, the large majority of these seasonal
albums will become shiny coasters for mugs of bot
cocoa or the occasional glass of egg nog. The few
actually worth hearing, though, will find popularity
that outlasts fuis Christmas, continuing for holiday
seasons yet to come.

'NSYNC
'Home for
Christmas,
They might not
have been able to
shake the title "boy
band," but it cannot
be denied that these
guys had something
going for them - five
sets of incredible
pipes. They flexed
-NSYNC
their
·harmonizing
skills on a few multiplatinum albums, including 1998's
"Home For Christmas."
The record is a great collection of new and old,
mixing 'NSYNC-penned tunes such as "Under My
Tree" with standards like "The Christmas Song
(Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire)."
There are faster, danceable songs like "Merry
Christmas, Happy Holidays," which was released as a
single. and slower classics like "0 Holy Night," which
the boys do a cappella.

Mannheim
Steamroller
•christmas
Celebration'
The brainchild of
former jingle writer
Chip Davis, Mannheim
Steamroller is, as
Davis describes it,
where acoustic, elec·
tric, digital and analog
meet. Sometimes it's Mannheim Steamroller
elec:tric
keyboard,
sometimes It's electric guitar, but with Mannheim
Steamroller it's always musically fresh and new.
Sticking to classics of the season like "Deck the
·Halls" and "Silent Night," Mannheim Steamroller is

elevator music you might actually want to listen to classical that won't make you fall asleep. "Christmas
Celebration" has my personal favorite Mannheim
Steamroller tunc, an intense, heart-racing version of
"Carol of the Bells." It takes me back to a classic
Christmas film. "Home Alone," particularly the scene
in which Macauly Caulkin's character runs home to
catch a pair of would-be robbers. But I digress - more
Christmas music.

Rafti
'Raffi's Christmas
Album'
Children's singer he
may be, but Raffi is a
talented acoustic guitar player and vocalist whose Christmas
album has been part
of my family's holiday
traditions for as long
as I can remember.
Rafti
The best thing about "Raffi's Christmas Album" is the
solid repertoire of original songs.
None of the old standards for Raffi, but unique,
peppy numbers like "Must Be Santa" and "On Christmas Morning." This album achieves masterfully what
any holiday record should - it gets the listener excited about the impending day of copious gift-giving.
1 challenge anyone to try listening to this album
without feeling a few pre-Santa Claus butterflies fluttering in the stomach. Raffi, often joined by a chorus
of just such excited children, captures the wonder
and spirit of youth during the holidays.

Mariah Carey
'Merry Christmas'
What better way to
celebrate Christmas
than giving yourself a
headache trying to
emulate
Mariah
Carey's six octave
range?
Carey's
"Merry Christmas"
spawned a mid-'90s
seasonal classic. "All ' - - - - - - - 1 Want for Christcmas."
Mariah Carey L 1 tl
Her voice is no less than incredible, so any album
she produces, however vomit-inducing the lyrics,
will be a delight for the musical ear. Her renditions of
class favorites as well as new tunes will make a great
addition to the holiday CD rotation.
Plus, anytime fans have the opportunity to see the
practically operatic diva romp around jn freshly-fallen snow in a Santa hat and ski boots, well that sounds
like a good time ro me.

Artmd • .k\w.lry • '11xk
~ Nutrena Feed
Rodeo Fquipn'ltnt • Tlome & Yrud
Deror • Tree:~ &Shnthil
705

~fain

St. (L.S. 641)

HazeL KY 42049

492-6144
www.st.ateliuc ranchaml homc.t:o 111

days and Thursdays around 9:30 3:00. Preferably someone commuting
from Paducah. Call 270-575-9304.
Attention Life & Health Agents. $1,000
to $2,000 a week. TraJnfng provided.
Preset appointments or unlimited
leads Call Steve CP 866-224-8450 ext.
1203
3-W<:ek Building Salet "LAST Chancel"
2Qx26 Now $3'l95. 25x30 $5700.
JOx40 $8300. 40xo0 $12,900. Others.
Meets high snow and wind. One end
Included. Pioneer 1·800-668-5422.
St\WMILLS from only 52,795! Convert
your WGS TO VAlUABLE LUMBER
with your Norwood portable band
sawmill. log Skidders also available.
www.no1woodindustries.co1n
Free
Information:
1-800-578·1363
exr300N
Privi!te community on the TN/ KY Bor·
der. Just 1-1/2 hours to Nashville.
Spectacular vil'ws of Lake Barkley. 1
to 6 acres from the $40s. New to marke>t Call 866-340-7768
Grdnd Openinl! Sale Phast~ 2. Lake
View BargainsT Water access irom
$34,900 w/ FRFE boat slips. PAY NO
CLOSING COSTS! Sat & Sun 12110 &
12/1 1. I luge pre-construction savings
on beautilully wooded parcels at
!4,000 acre lake in Tennessee. Enjoy
unlimited water recreation. Surrounded by state forest. l.akefront available.
Exct>JI(·nt t111aflclng! Call now 1-1!00704- 3 154 l<706

HELP WANTED
IN DECEMBER &
NEED A JOBl
Consider SPACE CAMPI $9/hr +
FREE Housing I Meals. For more
info, visit www.spacecamp.com or
call (256)721-7196

AA/EOE
Needed: Personal Care Assistant for a
23-year-old female on campus Tues.

---------------------

Exchange Program Representative
Wanted- Rewarding volunteer oppor·
tunity to work with high school
exchange students. Responsibilities
Include recruiting host families, supervising students .. nd working with
schools. Call Courtney at 1-800-4730696.
LABORER WANTED: Street weeping
contrador nf'eds reliable person to
assist in street Wet>ping operations.
Valid drivers license required. COL a
plus. Night time work in and MOund
louisvilfe. Reply to lntech, 3131
Custer Drive #8, Lexington, KY 40517.
EOE.
l.ife Insurance Sales- Brand new company in Kentucky seeks GA's and
MGA'$; Lead programs available; top
contracts: Paid acfvances. Fax Resume
to (502)225-9657.
----------Police Officers. Train In law enforce·
ment. HS Grads 17-34. Great pay,
benefits. Must relocate Call M·F 800284-6289.
PROJECT MANAGER· Bridge Construction Co. needs experienced person to: Solicit projects, source out and
buy milterials, prepare and coordinate
subcontracts, process project paperwork. Computer skills reqwed, (excel,
word, etc.) In tech Contracting, 3 13 l
Custer brive #8, Lexington, KY40517.
EOE
A·CDL Drivers. Louisville, KY Area.
Immediate openings, local deliveries,
shuttle runs, regional runs, yard jockey
and teams. FIT & PIT available. (2yr
rt'CCnt exp required) 502-452-1096
www.abdrivers.com

Act Now Drivers- Flatbed, Bulk Tank
and Refrigerated divisions. Performance based pay. Experienced Opera·
tors, Independent contractors or Com·
pany drivers. COL Instruction Program
available.
800-771-6318.
www.primeinc.com

Drivers/ COL-A Ozark Moto1 Lines,
Company Drivers & Ownl.'r Operator~:
Home weekend, great pay & benefits,
OTR pay increase, starting at 38 cpm!
800-264-2033

ATIN DRIVERS!! National Distributors Leasing, Inc. Has select positions
open! GoOd benefits, pay & freight
lanes. Call today! 877-334-9677.
www.ndsin.com

Drivers. Class-A: No matter what'~
1mportant to you, iind it at www.Hot·
DDJ.com. Bette.- pay, home-ttme, beneiits Search our Hot Dedicated Driving
Jobs! Enter online to win a 2005
Polaris ATV or calf 1-888-423-8446

Delta Trucking School' Accepting
Trainees for Werner, Swift, CR England, others! 16 day COL! $0 down,
student financlng! Tuition reimbursement clVail. Job placemem asst. MenSun 1·800-883-0171 x6

Drivers: Did you average $1.93 1n
your Tractor or $1.45 in your straight
truck last week/ Our driver'i didl TriState Expedited 8~8-320.5424

Driver- $2,750 Sign Onl 'Home 2
nights weekly •Earn up to $49,000 1st
year. 'Benefits 1st or month after 30
day~;. •freJghtliner/ International Conventlonals. Need CDL-N 6 months
OTR. )DC Logistics 877-687- 5627
7dayslwk.
Driver: Be home every. weekend! And,
1-2 times/ weeki E<~rn up to $50,000
first year! Regional flatbed deliveries.
Class-A COL and 6 months tractor
trailer experience rc>quircd. Wabash
Valley Transportation, Inc 800-2466305, www.wvtonline.com
Driver· Covenant Transport. Excellent
pay & Benefits for expenenced drivers,
010, solo;, teams & graduate stu·
dents. Bonuses available. Refrigerated
Now available. 888-MORE-PAY 1888667-1729)

Drivers- FREE XM Radio, Pre-Pass, TriPac Generators! Great pay! No touch
No hazmat. Ask about HARLEY
DAVIDSON & $20,000 Cash Giveaway! 2 years OTR COL RTI: 800963-3363. ext.227
Drivers Guaranteed hometime. Sign
on bonus, 44cpm top starting pay,
Eam over $50k first year, no slip seating, 6 months experience required.
800-441-4271 ext. KY- 100
Drivers· Semi OTR Drivers, Are you
just a number? Come work for the
BUSKE family, good equipment, pay,
benefits More! Ask our drivers! 800879-2486 x286
Drivers- Semi-Owner Operator>! Earn
up to $1.41 per mile. Free base plates,
permits, qual-com. No touch freight I
Drivers, Check us out. 1-877-613·
6385 x286

ACOUSTIC & ELECTRIC GUITARS
AMPS- KEYBOARDS & MORE
mainstreetguitars.com
Monday - Friday 10 a.m - 5 p.m. • Saturday 12 p.m - 4 p.m.
~~~-...,:i)

We have drivers projeded to earn
$83,000 this yedrl How much will
YOU earn? Excellent hometimPI We
simply offer a whole lot more! Heartlana
Express
1-800-441-4953
ww::::.heMtlandcxpr~.com

What arl' you waiting fori CR England
Is hiring in your area. Company ~pon·
sored I 6 day COL training i5 available.
No experience needed. Call 1-800398-9908

HEALTH
Family Healthcc~rc w/prescription
plan! $69.95/mo. Natronwide Covt!rage, no limitations. Includes: Doctors,
Dental, Vision, Hosp. & More. Everyone accepted! Call: WCG 800-288·
9214 ext.2332

Mountains of New York. Southwoods
is seeking ENTHUSIASTIC, ENERGETIC, AND FUN-LOVING individu·
als to make a ()OSitive Impact on aa
child's life. Pos1lions are available in
the areas of: cabin specialists, athletics, out-door adventure, creative and
performing arts, water sports, and
much more! Benefits or working at
Southwoods include Salary, Travel,
Room, Board, Laundry, and much
more! For more information and to
complete an application please contact us... www.southwoods.com 1888-449-3357

MISC.

TRAVEL

ADVERTISERS: You can pl.1ce a lSword classified ad in 70 Kentucky
new~papers for a~ littfe as .$225 with
one order, one payment. contad the
classified department of this newspaper~ call KPS 1-502-223-8821

#1 Spring Break Website! low prices
guaranteed. free Meals & Free
Drinks. Book 11 people, get 12th trip
free! Group discounts for 6+
www.SprlngBreakOiscounts.com or
www,LejsureTours,com or 800-8388202.

An Affordable and beautiful wedding
chapel in Ihe Smoky Mountains. Christian cc•remony, pictures, video, flow.
t>rs. Music $165. Formal wear rE'ntal
also
available.
www.weddingbdlsinthe~mokles.com Clll 1-800922·2052

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK CELEBRITY
CRUISE! 5 Days From $2991 lndudes
Meals, Taxes, Entry To Exdusive MTVu
Events, Beam Parties With Celebrities
Ai Seen On Real World, Road Rules!
On Campus Reps Needed! Promo code
43 www.SpringBreakTravel.com 1800-&78-6386

$$CASH$$ Immediate car.h for strut·
lured selllement>, annuities, law sun.
mortgage notes & cash !lows. JG
Wentworth Ill I -800-794-7310

Driver, Owner Operators, Company:
Average S I.JO/ mile. Home weeken~, during week No forced dis·
patch. Plate program. Older trucks
welcome. Quick start. Call Max at
T&TI 1·800·511-0082

Get Practical Miles with CFI! Wet>kly
W. Memphis Orientation. $0.05 Nl'
Bonus payl XM Scrvj ce provided.
Oass-A COL Required. Apply 1· 8000-800-234-3748):
CFI-DRIVE
www.cfidrive.com

Drivers: Average $47k per year running OTR. Assigned freightliners, be
home 2-4 days every 2 weeks. Full
benefits. Buy a truck with a low
monthly p.!yment, $300 down. 1-877-

CANCUN, ACAPULCO, JAMAICA
From $499! Travel With America's
Largest &Ethi cs Award Winning Spring
Break Company! Fly Scheduled Airlines, Free meals, Drinks, Biggest
Celebrily Parties! On-Campus Market·
ing Reps Needed! www.SpringBreakTravel.com 1-800-678-6386

No Experie"ce- No Job? No Problem!!! COL Training- Job plat:l.'m~'nt.
$740-$940 wk. No money down.
Lodging, Meals, Transport.1tion. I !iring
In rour area today! 1-877•554· 3800.

JOIN THE SOUTHWOODS WAY
AND HAVE SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE!
Southwoods i~ a co-ed residential
children's camp in the Adirondack

Earn Degree online I rom home. •Medical, •susines, 'Paralegal, ·computers. Job placement assistance. Com·
puter dnd financi.tl aid li qualify.
www.onlinetidewatert<'c:h.com 8fl6858·2121 .
CHfRRY BLOSSOM GOLF AND
COUNTRY CLUB, Georgetown. Golf
Digest voted us best places to play
2004' Join us for your next round/outing. Special Membership available.
502-570-9849!
Advertise In The Murray State News
Classifleds for just I 0¢ per word! call
762-4478 for more Information.

\

_. _,..

The Murray State News

lOb

December 9, 2005

Greeks help families, kids this season
Kara McCombs
Staff Writer
kmtcombs@ thencws.org

Srudcnts reach out to the
co mmunity this season with
the spirit of giving.
Kevin Taber, president of
Sigma Phi Epsilon and senior
from Paducah, said the fratcr·
nity raised money for a local
family with an Angel Tree in
the Curris Center and a movie
night.
"This is our second annual
Christmas pro(cct," said Chad
Lampe, Sig Ep member. "Last
year, we raised $2,300 in about
Clve days for the Schwepker
fa mily. This year, we are raising money for the Weaver family."

Lampe, senior from Poplar
Bluff, Mo., said the wife of
David Schwepker, Murray
State volleyball coach, was
hospitalized for a brain tUmor.
The Sig Eps decided to raise
money to help the family pay
medical bills and enable them
to celebrate Christmas.
The fraternity is utilizing the
same fundraiscrs as it did the

previous year but with a higher
goal. In 2004, its monetary goal
was $1,500, which it exceeded.
Because of its abundance of
support, this year they are hoping to raise $2,000 to $2,500 for
the Weaver family.
Lampe said the Weaver faro·
ily, from Murray. also has
many
medical
expenses
because the mother is ill.
''It is essentially there to
raise awareness that Christmas
is a time for giving and that we
would appreciate anyone who
would like to stop by the Curris Center and donate a dollar
for a family in need.'' Lampe
said.
Alpha Sigma Alpha is also
spreading holiday cheer. Erin
Hampton, ASA philanthropic
chairwoman, said ASA hosted
a Toys for Tots dinner at the
Baptist College Ministries.
"Sixty underprivileged children from Murray and Cal·
loway County will be there
along with their families," said
Hampton. junior from Bowling
Green. "They will receive dinner cooked by the Alpha Sigs,
and the children will receive

gifts from Santa."
Hampton said the ASA
raised money for Toys for Tots
through its November dodgeball tournament. Members
raised approximately $1,900
through T -shirt sales, registra·
tion fees and admission.
The donations went toward
buying the gifts. A teacher
from Murray Head Start and
Calloway County Preschool
supplied the sorority with a
wish list for each child.
"We take all the lists to WalMart and go crazy in the toy
aisles," Hampton said. "It's different from a lot of toy drives
in the fact that each child
receives gifts that they have
actually asked for."
Alpha Omicron Pi also collected holiday gifts for local
children through Westside Jail
Ministry, which provides ser·
vices for inmates and inmate
families.
'
Brooke Fugate, junior from
Lexington and AOPi member,
is also an officer for Service
and Ministry for All, a new
club on campus.
At a club meeting, a guest

speaker from Westside Jail
Ministries described a need for
gifts for prisoners' children.
This call for volunteers
inspired Fugate to ask her
sorority sisters to make the
Angel Tree their December
philanthropy project.
"We adopted two 6-year·old
girls for the Westside Jail Min·
istry Angel Tree." Fugate said.
"We have collected eight to 10
trash bags full of presents since
Thanksgiving break, which will
be delivered by Santa to the
children."
For donation information for
the Weaver family, e-mail
jeff.rainler@murraystate.edu.
For Westside Jail Ministries,
call (270) 753-0156.
Amanda Von KanneVThe News

lteed Clapp, freshman
from Mayfield and Sigma
Phi Ep silon member,
place s an ange l on the
Sigma Phi Epsilon Angel
Tree
T uesday.
T he
money from the angels
will go to a family this
holiday season.

Studying in United States dream come true for Murray State student
Graduating senior will miss
University, friends
Janet Robb
llfcstyles Editor
jrobb@thencws.org

Prospective students visit Murray
State daily to see if the college fits
t heir personality, but Naomi Sato
kne w the University was a perfect fit
without setting foot on campus.
Sato, senior from Yamagapa, Japan,
decided on Murray State before she
gradu:ltcd from high school. She made
the decision after her high school
teacher and former Murray State pro·
fessor. Takahiko Hattori, suggested it
to her.
"They were talking about me and
my high school teacher said 'Oh, I
have a student. She wants to go to the
United States,"' she said. "And Dr.
Hattori said 'Oh. I know thjs universi-

ty. It's a good university. It's a peaceful place, good place.'"
At first, Sato wanted to study in
Japan for a year to finetune her English skills then go to a university in
California, but after her teacher recommended Murray State, she came
after high school graduation in June
200L
"Of course my parents were ...
shocked and surprised," Sato said. "I
think they worried about me, but I
was excited."
Don Robertson, vice president of
Student Affairs, said Sato was one of
the first students to come from Japan
during his first year of international
recruiting.
"I can't take credit," Robertson said.
"She was already committed to come
to Murray State before we got there

"I'm g1ad I decided to come here to
study, and I'm happy I'm graduating.
I'll miss people at Murray State but
people leave here and say they miss
Murray State (and) I want to be one of
those people."
Naomi Sato
Senior from Yamagapa, Japan

,but my first meeting with her was
after high school. I was very
impressed with her in the first meet·
ing.
"'t's a very courageous thing to
come by yourself to a strange country,
to a place where you k-now no one."
Even though Sato did not .know the
language well at first, Robertson said
she seemed confident.
"I was very impressed with her

poise and her willingness to do that,"
he said. "I was just very impressed
with the courage to do this."
Now, four and a half years l:~ter,
Sato will graduate Dec. 17 with a
Bachelor of Arts degree. Robertson
said she has taken full advantage of
rhc opportunities the University provides.
"I'm involved with International
Culture and Language Association,

Japanese Student Assochltion :md
HEAT team," Sato said. "lllkc Murrar •
because it is good to study and pl.'acc· :
ful and quiet, sometimes boring but
I'm used tn it,"
She said someone told her, before .
coming to Murray State, there was
nothing to do in Murray.
"I was like 'Nothing?'" Sato !laid. ·
"But whl•n I got here there's ::1 super·
market, Wai-Mart and McDun:1lds. I
can survive. I think I was worried too
much."
Murray is a good place because it is
quiet and peaceful, she said. It also is
a great place to study.
After graduation, Sato will return to
Japan to be a flight attl'ndant. Sato
said coming to the United States to
study and graduaJe made he r dreams
came true.
"I'm glad I decided to come here to
study and I'm happy I'm gruduating,"
Sato said. "I'll miss people at Murray
State but pcllple Leave here and say
they miss Murray State (ani.l) I w;mt
to be one of those people."
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DISCOUNT COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS
Our buyback progratn pays tnore $$$than ever!
You can net up to 71 % of your money back. Come by and check it out. ..
9a.m. - 6p.m .
Monday thru Frid ay during _finals week.

DON'T FORGET!
Order your textbooks over Christmas break and save big $$$ ...
Get On-Line and Out of Line
www.bradleybook.com
Dom1 Complex

Call toll free:

Chestnut St.

1303 Chestnut St.
753-8767
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1-888-BOOK-040
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Bradley Book

save 30 - 50%
on used textbooks!

I

Have your • credit card and class schedule, including section numbers
(eg. MAT 140-01) handy when you call.
'*Mastercard/Visa/Discover Accepted
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